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SUMMARY

The clinical usefulness of high resolution ult-
rasonography scanning in the assessmant of thy-
roid diseases, especially thyroid nodule, was exa-
mined based on the results of aspiration biopsy
cytology (ABC). It was confirmed that total
diagnostic accuracy for ABC in the differentia-
tion of benign from malignant thyroid nodules
was 92.4% in 26 patiants, which was similar
to that of previous reports when compared with
the findings of pathological examination by sur-
gery. The diagnostic accuracy for ultrasonogra-
phy of 165 patients of thyroid diseases was 90.9
% using our diagnostic criteria for ultrasono-
graphy when compared with the results of ABC.
As for the malignant thyroid disease, the diag-
nostic accuracy by ultrasonography was only 64.3
%. When the echogram of 90 patients with a
thyroid nodule was divided into eight patterns
according to the classification reported by Obara
and Fujimoto, only 64.3% of the carcinoma
exhibited the typical malignant pattern, further-
more, 21.4% of carcinoma exhibited the ultra-
sonographically homogeneous nodule with a clear
margin, which was often observed in the benign
nodules.
ultrasonography provides useful information for

In conclusion, although high resolution

the assessement of thyroid diseases, all ultrasono-
graphy (including high resolution ultrasonogra-
phy) study should be combined with ABC for the
preoperative diagnosis, because of the heteroge-
neity of ultrtasonographic pattern of malignant
thyroid nodule.
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