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SUMMARY

The patient was a 63-year-old female who rec-
eived ileocecal excision because of a carcinoma
of the terminal part of the ileum 6 years ago. A
small polyp in the rectum was detected by pre-
operative examinations at that time. There were
no -complaints postoperatively. Physical exami-
nation as well as radiological and endoscopical
findings of the routine checkup during a follow-
up period indicated a carcinoid tumor, 7 mm in
diameter. Microscopic sections of biopsy speci-
mens confirmed the diagnosis. She had neither
signs of carcinoid syndrome nor elevated levels of
serotonin in the blood. Ultrasonic endoscopy
showed that the invasion of the tumor was limi-
ted to the submucosal layer without metastasis
to regional lymph nodes. Abdominal ultrasono-
graphy and computed tomography showed no
hepatic metastasis. The tumor was excised by
strip biopsy. No tumor cells were observed at
the stump site.

Ultrasonic endoscopy is useful for diagnosing
the extent of the invasion of rectal carcinoid tu-
mor and strip biopsy is the most appropriate met-
hod to treat the tumor that is confined to the
submucosal layer without metastasis.
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