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CULTURAL FEATURES OF JAPAN IN HEALTHCARE
DESCRIBED IN OVERSEAS LITERATURES
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The purpose of this study was to clarifying cultural features of Japan in healthcare by integrating statement about
Japan in overseas literatures which were written by people who have different cultural background from Japan.

The subjects were 18 overseas literatures, searched from CINAHL (1982-2006) by keywords; “Japanese” and
“care”, and selected by criteria. We analyzed by KJ method with the theme of “how were Japan described in overseas
literatures” .

In the result, the features of Japan in health care were that there was a situation of [acquiescent patients], and this
situation leads to [nurses and family members play the role of coordinators in difficult situation], [nurses practice flex-
ible patient/family-centered care]. Behind these, there were [accept adversity silently using great self-discipline] and
[valued indirect communication]. On the base of these, there are [Being interdependently with others]. However, there
was [request to autonomy of individual]

From the result, cultural features of Japan which influenced health care and implication for nursing were clarified.
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