T-RERZEHEEIMEAE  55%  193~198H (2007)

AL &=
—F Y R ML ApE—

oW OB
TRRY: - BEAN
Culture and Religion: Christianity and Shinto

HIRAIDE Shoji
Faculty of Education, Chiba University, Japan

P& HRD AL DE DB RIITFBHDOE DD Do FY A MREMBEO ERENE, — B ELME, - A
- HERE W) EHIE HK - g - A& W) phl, Bt - Bp 2 A UL BIEEBL L Ry - BFRZEA UL M EE
DENTH Y, THIACHENZUEANLE HACHEMN 2 HAANDREEIZO 2D % MHABIIBWTY, WHEDI RO
ALK L, HARRROXLEEDN DD, HARNIRR T L 2ffoZ &L CHEEP LB ST Z e 280, T
FENZIRZLT I ETHAS RSN Z L 28N L, 29 Lo NEBB L OREBIOBURIZIE, fEE~OLIKIC
filififl 2 B 2 i@ A0 & H A~ A A & W B R EATE DE VDD B o

There is a difference of religion behind cultural differences between Japan and the West. Some of the main dif-
ferences between Christianity and Shinto are monotheism and polytheism, the god—man—nature hierarchy and the
nature—god—man hierarchy, the male principle based on reason and order and the female principle based on life
and fertility, which lead to the self-assertive attitude of Westerners and the self-negating attitude of the Japanese.
In point of ethics, as it is said that Japan has a “shame culture” and the West a “sin culture”, the Japanese fear
most of all to be estranged from society by putting on shame or dirt, while Westerners fear to be deserted by God
through committing a sin. At the bottom of these ideas lie the nomadic life that values obedience to a leader and

the rice—farming life that values settlement on the earth respectively.
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