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An Effective Reading Curriculum for Public Elementary Schools (2)
—Story-Based Instruction—
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Faculty of Education, Chiba University
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The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology announced its decision to implement “For-
eign Language Activities” for 6™ and 5™ graders from 2011. In this paper, after commenting on some critical issues
relating to the way English activities are conducted in classrooms, the author introduces storytelling as an effec-
tive way to overcome those problems. Many teachers use stories in their language art classes for developing stu-
dents’ first language and the author stresses that stories are also excellent teaching materials for second language
learners because stories provide young learners meaningful contexts. Stories also help students make a smooth
transition from spoken English to written English. She introduces her story-based curriculum, whose basic struc-
ture uses a theme-based approach. Thus, “The Three Little Pigs”, “Jack and the Beanstalk”, “Little Red Riding
Hood”, and such stories are suggested as providing wonderful materials for young EFL learners.

F—7— K HEZEGE) (Foreign Language Activities) A b—Y —51 » % (Storytelling)
) %5 v —#%E (Literacy Instructio) 7 —~<HuL7 7T —F (Theme-based Approach)
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me where you are going. Tell me your name, please. I
know your grandmother will be happy to see those
beautiful flowers. Why don’t you pick them up?” 7%
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Bz X, OQOEVY#HEz R %d°5, Mama asked
Little Red Riding Hood to go shopping, because she
wanted to make nice muffins for Grandmother. So, she
called Little Red Riding Hood and said, “Little Red Rid-
ing Hood, I would like to make muffins, so would you
go shopping for me ? I need two apples, butter, milk,
and a dozen eggs. OK ?” Ok 9 REFEZ S\, KED
I BF X UV RBAT B,

Shopping, shopping,

Let’s go shopping.

Apples, butter,

Milk and eggs,

Shopping, shopping,

For Mummy today.

@Ohy Tr—%0EMoT, hy Tr—F%ks
BIZRED X I BF ¥ I Z2/NT 5o

Butter, Sugar

Eggs and Milk,

Mix them all,
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Mix, mix, mix.

Don't forget to

Put some flour.

Mix, mix, mix

Mix them all.
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Wolf : Hello, little girl. How do you do ?

RH. : Hello, Mr. Wolf. How do you do ?
Wolf : Hey, little girl, what's your name ?
Hey, little girl, where're you going ?
RH. : I am Little Red Riding Hood.
I am going to see my grandmother.
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: You have big eyes. It's so strange.

You have big ears. It's so strange.

You have a big nose. It’s so strange.

You have a big mouth. It's so strange.

Eyes and ears and mouth and nose,

You look strange and sound strange, too.
. Two big eyes to see you well,

Two big ears to hear you well,

One big nose to smell you well,

One big mouth to eat you well,

Eyes and ears and mouth and nose,

I am the Big Wolf. Ha, ha, ha, Gulp !
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