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Environment of children’s play activities on the way home from school in three

age groups
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This study deals children’s way home from school as one of the environment for children’s play activities, which
is declining in these days. To get future vision of the way home from school, this paper clarified each character of
the routing method in three age groups — (a)older than fifties, (b)thirties and forties, (c)younger than twenties —
by examining (i)the route from school, (ii)activities and environment, (iii)friends on the route. In the end, the ratio
of five patterns of routing method — (a)go directly home, (b) make a U-turn, (c)choose between some routes same
in length, (d) make a detour, (¢) compound method — have changed; two patterns which don’t choose route have
increased in young ages. The patterns and the activities had relationship; the one with a pattern choosing some
routes had more positive activities. The two routing methods - (d) make a detour, (¢) compound method —,
which are increased in number in the groups of under forties, were considered that they are the means to secure
their friends and environment for play. Eventually it is required for the way home from school not only the enrich-
ment of environment for play, but also making a system to let children walk on various routes from school.
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