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This paper discusses the propagation of educational policy on class size reduction. Policy propagation is often
found in educational administration. It is a critical issue, especially where the political power is decentralized, be-
cause every local government adopts policies by its own decision. Existing studies show that policy reference
plays an essential role in administrative decision making in Japan. Proximity and similarity in size of administra-
tion have been pointed out as key elements in such policy reference, though it has been necessarily examined nei-
ther quantitatively nor objectively in educational policy field. This paper aims to reveal the process of educational
policy propagation in a quantitative way in order to make it more operational in educational administration. To
this end, the paper analyzes the process of propagation of class size reduction in Nagano prefecture. Propagation
process is discussed in relation to geographical proximity, units of educational organizations, and the level of ad-
ministrative units. Findings show that the latter two are statistically significant in the propagation of school size
reduction.
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