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Abstract

The focus of this paper is to examine the compliment activity in Japanese-Chinese contact
situations. Especially, it is aimed to find out how Chinese-Japanese learner makes compliments,
and examine how Japanese native speakers explain and evaluate those compliment utters. By
using the conversation date and follow-up interview date of 12 pairs’ cooperators, the factors of
the misunderstandings and the negative evaluation will be discussed.
The results show that some misunderstandings may occur in the compliment activity, because the
Japanese native speakers and Chinese-Japanese learners apply the different language norms and
culture norms. One of the reasons for the negative evaluations, which the Japanese native
speakers gave to the Chinese-Japanese learners, is that Japanese native speakers want to hold
the host role in the contact situation. Another reason is whether the compliment utters made an

improvement in the communication or not.
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