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Versification in Ainu song is syllabic. That is, the text is organized into verses (called
“mouthfuls”) of approximately the same number of syllables. There are no requirements
whatever about the sequence or arrangement of syllables within each verse, and no
distinction is made between long and short syllables. The number of syllables is irregular.
The average length is five syllables, and many verses also have four or six syllables.
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Syllable number orientation and accent orientation in Ainu verse

OKUDA Osami

Summary:

In Ainu verse, it has long been pointed out that the lines are composed with around 5 syllables.
For the adjustment of the number of syllables in lines, addition of meaningless “empty words” to the
“short” lines as a technique of poetry has also been observed. Recently some researchers have
suggested that lines in Ainu verse may have less than 5 syllables when some supra-segmentally
marked syllables appear in the lines.

The present study examines a recorded material of the Ainu epic in Saru dialect and argues that,
according to the difference of musical rhythm patterns, following two differently oriented metrical
rules are applied to the lines in this epic: the syllable number oriented rule in which lines should be
5 syllables or more and the lines with 4 syllables should be adjusted with empty words, and the
accent oriented rule in which 4 syllable lines can be recited without empty words if the first
syllables of the lines are accented.

Finally, from the viewpoint of the metrical orientation described in the present study, a
perspective on the typological and historical research of Ainu verse in general and especially of
formulaic phrases is presented.





