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Nivkh folk stories on “Visit to the Sea World”

TANGIKU Itsuji

Hokkaido University

Nivkh and Ainu folk stories on “Visit to the Sea World” can be classified into 3 types. (A):
Monster, Vagina Dentata and the Sea God. (B): The Sea God and a taboo on killing fish by
knives. (C): Vagina Dentata. (A) and (B) are Nivkh story types and (C) is an Ainu story type. We
can suppose that (B) did not include a motif on taboo in the previous stage : Proto-(B).
Historically (A) was formed in North-Eastern coast of Sakhalin Island among Nivkh people by
combining Nivkh original proto-(B) and (C) borrowed from Ainu. A Japanese old story

“Onzoshi Shima watari” in “Otogi Zoshi” could be a variation of (A).





