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The Initiation of Buu in Horqin Area Inner Mongolia:
About “Daba dabahu” (Passing the trial)

Sarangowa

Summary:

These days, shamanism is being reactivated in the Horqin Area. The characteristics are: (D
Increase in the number of the newly buus (shaman), especially female buus. @ Increase in the
clients seeking the treatment from buus. (3 Growth and revival of the sacrifice rituals. @
Diversification of the guardian spirits of the buus. & Revival and growth of the initiation of
shaman called “Hoos Daba dabahu” (i.e. passes through two trials). Prior to the 1950s, “Hoos Daba
dabahu” ritual was done under the master, characterized as the test when the master and the family
acknowledge as a buu. “Yisun Daba dabahu” (the picture passing through nine trials) is the one
picturising the worldview of the shamanism in Horqin area and depicted the contents of nine trials;
which the Horqin buus emphasized the most. However, it was unable to see after 1950s. The author
has blessed with the opportunity to meet an elderly buu who experienced the “passing through nine
trials” ritual and got explained about it at the field work. The “passing through two trials” ritual,
reviving these days, demonstrates the capabilities of the “passing through nine trials” ritual, and is
contributing to the increasing in the numbers of newly buus as well as transmission of the traditional

culture.





