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Science Education at Gladesmore School in London
—Achieving Outstanding Success in a School in a Multicultural Environment—
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This report is a description of a visit we made to a school in London in order to gain an understanding of its
ethos in general and science teaching in particular. Gladesmore School is a school that is truly part of its commu-
nity. It has achieved dramatic improvements in its academic results over the past decade under its current head
teacher and has received prestigious awards for excellence. During our visit to the school we were able to observe
its ethos and learn about the school policies which contribute to this success. We found that the school had strong
leadership and loyal teaching staff, most of whom had worked in the school for many years and often came from
the local community. It also delivered a curriculum that suited the needs of pupils of a wide range of backgrounds
and ability and made use of target-setting and incentives which enabled the pupils to achieve their goals. Extra
classes and extra-curricular activities were also provided outside of regular teaching time. Equally important to
the success of the school was the emphasis on skills-based learning strategies that could be applied to different
subjects. These were enforced both orally and in written form, for example on posters in classrooms and corridors
throughout the school. There were also clear policies in place for helping pupils whose first language was not Eng-
lish to achieve their goals. All these factors seemed to contribute to a very positive learning environment, the suc-
cess of which is reflected in the school’s results. Overall the sense of community, the clarity of purpose and the
general approach to learning contribule to Gladesmore’s reputution for being an excellent school.
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