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NURSING FACULTY MEMBERS" METHODS FOR SUPPORTING PRACTICE-BASED RESEARCH
THAT AIMS TO SOLVE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED BY PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES
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This study investigated nursing faculty members’ methods for supporting practice-based research that aims to
solve practical problems encountered by public health nurses (PHNs).

Nine nursing school faculty members involved in practice-based research by PHNs participated in semi-structured
interviews on their activities and professional development. Nine cases from six faculty members were qualitatively
analyzed.

Fifty categories were extracted from several four-step processes of support as well as the process of support as a
whole. The earliest stage examined “suggestions for PHNSs to confirm facts.” The planning stage examined “PHNs’
understanding of their activities and consideration of measures that focus on the research theme.” The action stage
examined “the creation of opportunities to learn about practice-based research.” The feedback stage examined “the
facilitation of PHNSs' application of results to practice from the perspective of an outside supporter.” Finally, all
processes as a whole examined “the maintenance of motivation during activities throughout all processes.”

The results revealed the following methods for supporting practice-based research: 1) adapting scientific methods
with the awareness of improving practice in order to promote repetition between research and practice that aims to
solve practical problems encountered by PHNs and improve the quality of public health nursing practices, 2) making
verbalizations and identifying their meaning based on the rich data and through discussions, 3) coping with the indi-
vidual nature of each PHN, 4) developing cooperation and sharing knowledge in the workplace as a form of support,
and 5) guaranteeing the quality of the scientific methods used in practice-based research.
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