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Japanese Teaching Practice Overseas:

Specialist Training Program in Japanese Language Education for Students in the Chiba
University Master’s Course in Collaboration with Minzu University of China
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Abstract

A specialist training program was conducted by Chiba University in collaboration
with Minzu University of China from 9" to 16" March, 2013 for two Chiba University
master’s course students who specialize in Japanese language education. During the
teaching practice sessions the two teacher trainees were asked to teach Lesson 15 of
Sogo Nihongo I using the direct method to first year students at the Japanese Language
Department at Minzu. Preparation for this program, which was part of master’s
coursework in the theory of Japanese grammar education, took one year and included
the analysis of Japanese language textbooks for beginners. Class observation, interaction
with local students, and introduction of Japanese culture complemented the teaching
practice. Teaching sessions received a positive class evaluation dispelling the trainees’

earlier uncertainty about using the direct method.
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