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Abstract

The sentence-end expressions of Japanese language in everyday conversation have
many patterns: forms with sentence-ending particles('ne’, ‘yo’, etc.), conjunctive
forms(*-kedo’, *-te’, etc.) and the rest except for plain forms. This study investigated the
sentence-end patterns in free coversations between Japanese language learners and native
speakers and analyzed the features of the learners’ patterns by comparison with the
natives’. The result suggests the possibility of the following: 1. Advanced level learners’
occurrence ratios of sentence-end patterns are nearer to natives’ than intermediate level
learners’ are, and superior level learners’ are not nearer than advanced level learners’ are.
2. The uses of plain forms by learners, especially by superior level learners, have noticeable
feature which is very different from natives’ feature. 3. Probably superior level learners
make their own norms on Japanese language use and that causes these features of

superior level learners.
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SHARRAHEFE AT 5720, NNSITIX, TEAH72TH LWRERMED B ARNEE L T THAI
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