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Summary

Modeling Community Development by Public Footpath
—Redefining the Notion of ‘Development’ in Sustainable
Development—

Yuji HIROKAWA

This paper explores a concrete method of community development
in declining rural areas. The purpose of this study is to examine a po-
tency of public footpath which is introduced explosively nationwide, as
a model of community development.

This study aims to provide the community building method which
sustainably supports the community, rather than being temporary
support. The author attempted to redefine the notion ‘development’
by clarifying whether the public footpath as a community develop-
ment means matches well with sustainable development. To add to,
the social significance of public footpath was clarified based on under-
standing of public footpath as a community resource. This study re-
veals that public footpath is not only a road which is a part of the
transportation system but also a generator of community space. In or-
der to have collectiveness in community, the function of road, like the
public footpath, should be utilized. The author concludes that ‘road’
like public footpath which connects various community resources is a
suggestive hint for exploring community development models aiming

at sustainable community development.
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