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40) Overy, ‘Reply” in “Debate: Germany, Domestic Crisis and War in 1939,
Past and Present, #122 (1989), p. 229.
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43) David M. Kennedy, Freedom from Fear: The American People in Depression and
War, 1929-1945. (Oxford University Press, 1999), p. 400.

44) Ibid, p. 401.

45) Ibid., p. 419.
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46) Ninkovich, op. cit., p. 123.
47) Beard, op. cit. pp. 272-273.
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48) Beard, op. cit. pp. 288-295.

49) Charles A. Beard, President Roosevelt and the Coming of the War, 1941 : Appear-
ances and Realities. (Transaction Pub. 2011) ; B>k (HEZER, MIFBmEsk - ALK
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51) Kennedy, op. cit. pp. 468—469.
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52) Grew to Hull, December 17, 1938. in George McJimsey, ed., Documentary His-
tory of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidency. Vol. 7. US. - Japanese Relations:
Trade Relations and the Sino-Japanese War, 1938-1940. (University Publica-
tions of America, 2001), pp. 241-243.

53) Grew to Hull, February 21, 1939, in ibid., pp. 273-274.
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54) Malin Craig to Sumner Wells, June 28, 1938. in ibid., pp. 315-321.
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61) Grew to FDR, December 14, 1940. in ibid., p. 771.

62) Grew to Hull, January 27, 1941. in George McJimsey, ed, Documentary History
of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidency. Vol. 9: U.S-Japanese Relations, January-
December 1941. (University Publications of America, 2001)., p. 30.

63) EM. Zacharias to HR. Stark, February 1941, in ibid., p. 44.
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70) Hull, memorandum to the President, November 24, 1941. in McJimsey, ed, op.
cit., p. 634.
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71) Beard, op. cit., pp. 30-35.
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Summary

Summary

Multifaceted Approach to Critical Policy Choices of
Major Powers in leading to the Beginning of World War Il

Eiichi AKimoTO

Even if only elites can determine the course of history, there are
several possibilities facing them at each critical point. Historians
should always think about potential alternatives that have not been
actually selected, but could have possibly been chosen by elites at cer-
tain phase.

After World War I, allied powers failed in reaching generous and
practical proposals of reparation obligations to Germany. President
Wilson lost a golden opportunity to find a compromise solution be-
tween Great Britain and France against Germany.

As the severe recession turned into worldwide depression, the Man-
churian Incident of 1931 provoked by Japanese army ended the super-
ficial, but peaceful relationship between U.S. and Japan. Secretary of
State Stimson did not recognize Manchukuo, whose position was even-
tually succeeded by Roosevelt administration.

Japan accelerated imperialistic invasion to Asian countries during
the 1930s, and the imperialism was a product of ever-increasing share
of heavy and chemical industries in Japan. The worsening of severe
deflation and militarization during the Great Depression, although
ameliorated later by Keynesian policies of finance minister Takahashi,

proceeded side by side.
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This paper will demonstrate how and when the U.S. shifted its de-

fense policy decisively from isolation (Neutrality Act) to anti-Axis

Lend Lease and sanctions against Japan sometime during 1940—41.
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