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On the Function of "ruwe ne" in the Narrative

YOSHIKAWA Yoshimi
Summary :

In this paper, I analyze the function of "ruwe ne" in the narrative of Ainu language, referring to
the function of Japanese "noda". Many studies have proved that "ruwe ne" is evidential or modal
marker, but little attention has been given to its function in narrtive texts. Although "ruwe ne"
appears frequently in narrative, the question of whether their precise function is to express
evidential meaning has remained unanswered.

It can be observed that, in some materials of the Saru dialect of Ainu language, "ruwe ne"
frequently co-occurs with the conjunction "akusu" and it tends to appear at the changing point of the
scene. Hence I suggest that the function of "ruwe ne" in the narrative is analogical to the unifying

functions of Japanese "noda".
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