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Abstract

[Background] Prevention of ingestion of foreign
bodies by children requires cooperation between
medical institutions and local governments. Funabashi
City has a population of 623,000. Our hospital is the
largest medical institution in the city, and we are
responsible for most of the pediatric emergency care.
[Purpose] To investigate the current state of cases
of ingestion of foreign bodies at our hospital and to
clarify patients’ consultation course and condition’s
severity.

[Subjects and methods] We retrospectively
investigated children aged 0 months to 15 years who
were diagnosed with foreign body ingestion at our
hospital from January 1, 2014, to December 31, 2017,
using a questionnaire. The questionnaire comprised
questions on age, gender, type of foreign body,

and clinical outcome. In addition, the consultation
course was classified into different groups: walk-ins,
emergency transport, and referral.

[Results] Overall, 202 cases were reported in 4 years.
The most causative product was drugs in 41 cases
(20.3%), followed by tobacco in 32 cases (15.8%).
The age group with the highest number of cases was
6-11 months with 53 cases (26.2%), followed by 12-
17 months with 34 cases (16.8%). Two patients were
found to have visited twice or more. The consultation
groups were as follows: 142 cases (70.3%), walk-
ins; 46 cases (22.8%), emergency transport; and 14
cases (6.9%), referrals. Twenty-two cases (10.9%)
required hospitalization, of which 10 were walk-ins,
8 were emergency transport, and 4 were referrals.
There were 9 hospital transfer cases (4.5%): 5, walk-
in; 2, emergency transport; and 2, referred.
[Discussion/Conclusion] There was an increase in
hospitalization and transfer cases due to ingestion of
foreign bodies by children compared with past study.
Parents should be educated to prevent such accidents
at home. Government cooperation can further help
prevent these accidents.
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