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Expressives in Lan Hmyo

Yoshihisa TAGUCHI

Lan Hmyo, a Hmongic language spoken in Guizhou, has a word class called expressives. Expressives in
general express the sensations that speakers acquire through perception. In this brief study, the author describes
the form and function of the word class in Lan Hmyo. The expressives in Lan Hmyo are divided into three
subclasses depending on the number of the syllables that each expressive has: four-syllable expressives, two-
syllable expressives, and single-syllable expressives. The first subclass expresses pervasion of the state/action
that the verb of a sentence describes. The second subclass expresses the idiosyncratic sensation of a state/action.
The third subclass expresses the sensation of the instantaneous occurrence of an action/change.



