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Collections of Ordos folktales (5): Qian Shiying, 1999, Huhhot

KODAMA, Kanako

This text is a partial translation of "Ordos Folklore Collections" (published by Inner Mongolia
People's Press, 1999). The original title is "%B/KZ B R[5 X (Eerduosi minjian caifeng)" in
Chinese, and the text is edited by Jagas (Mongolian name) who went by the pseudonym of Qian
Shiying. The original manuscript was written in Chinese. This book contains eighty-six folktales
collected in the Ordos district of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, China, and arranged by
editor. The prominent place of the collection is probably the author's hometown of Uiishin (Wushen)
Banner in the Ordos district. The folktales fall into one of three categories: folktales about animals
and plants (28), folktales about people (34), and myths (24). I translated thirteen of the folktales
about people.

The folktales translated here are primarily categorized as "humorous tales." The main theme
is cheapskates, laziness, and fools. The first tale, "The clever young disciple lama (Mongolian
monk)," is about a young lama maltreated by a stingy older teacher lama who retaliates with words.
There is a similar tale in Japanese folktales, but uses a horse in the context of the tale compared to a
camel in this first tale. The second tale, "Three sons acquire skills," is about a rich man who is
stingy and shows off the "skills" that his fool sons have acquired. The third tale, "One penny," is
also about a rich and stingy man who dies for a penny. The fourth tale, "A millstone gnaws a bone,"
is about a skilled craftsman who admonished a stingy liquor store owner. These four folk tales have
a commonality that the one of the protagonists is stingy. In particular, the protagonist of the second
tale is very stingy to his employees as well as beggars, which is probably why his end is so tragic. In
the fifth tale, "Three lazy men," the three main characters die because of their laziness. In the sixth
tale, "The mayhem of an egg," a poor couple dreams of becoming rich from an egg, but they quickly
lose it. The seventh tale, "A young man's zodiac sign is naan bread with sheep's dungs," is about a
young man who looks beautiful but has a terribly bad memory. The eighth and ninth tales are about
a self-proclaimed "teacher" who acts as if he is learned even though he is not. The tenth to thirteenth
tales are short tales. The tenth and eleventh tales have a hunting setting. The mention of automobiles
in the thirteenth tale suggests that this tale is relatively new (i.e. 20th century).

The first, second, seventh, eighth, tenth, and eleventh tales are set in the Mongolian region,

based on the appearance of Mongolian livestock (camels, cows, and sheep) and the main characters'
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names. The third, fourth, sixth, ninth, twelfth, and thirteenth tales are set in China, probably in
Shanxi Province, adjacent to the Utishin Banner, which is the main recording site. In the fifth tale,
there are no words that indicate any particular place.

The narrators of all the stories except for nineth, eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth are the
father, mother, or aunt of the editor, Qian Shiying. The narrator of the ninth tale is Zhao Qixiong,
which is a Chinese name. The narrator of eleventh to thirteenth tales is Qian Shijun. The name Qian
Shijun is one letter different from the editor's pseudonym Qian Shiying, so it is likely that the
narrator is a family relative of the author and is probably a Mongol.

The characteristic of these thirteen folktales is that, except the fifth tale, they are clearly set in
either a Mongolian district or China. Some tales are set in China even though the narrator is Mongol.
However, it is unclear whether the folktales were narrated in Mongolian or Chinese language. In
addition, the tales were collected in Ordos, which is one of the first regions in Inner Mongolian
district under sedentarization, and there are descriptions of kang, a heatable brick bed, and the

threshold of a herder's house that suggest that the area has been under sedentarization.
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