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Summary

This study is based on a literature review and field study, aiming to clarify the creative culture thought reflected

in the traditional clothing of Miao’s " BAI NIAO YI".

The first chapter (introductions) summarizes the existing relevant research results and expounds on the
perspective, research object, investigation area, and research methods of this study on the issues faced by the
traditional life culture of the Miao people in Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Autonomous Prefecture, Guizhou

Province, China.

In Chapter Two, while grasping the origin of the name "BAI NIAO YI", 40 pieces of physical materials are
selected from 198 pieces of " BAI NIAO YI " collected to analyze the morphological characteristics of clothing.

In Chapter Three, three pieces of " BAI NIAO YI " made by traditional techniques are selected, and the patterns
of each part are coded. Through the investigation of the producers, the types of all patterns are known. Moreover,
it classifies the patterns from implication and structure and summarizes the cultural characteristics of the " BA/

NIAO YI " dress pattern.

The Chapter Four, we use climate, food, clothing, housing, and festivals as keywords combs out the customs of
the region from the classical materials recorded by the Miao people in Guizhou Province. In addition, the elderly
in this area were investigated, and the living culture of the Miao people reflected in the production, wearing, and

storage of the " BAI NIAO YI " was analyzed and investigated.

In Chapter Five, from the perspective of production location, time, and content, 12 producers were interviewed,
and the proficiency of each production technology of " BAI NIAO YI " mastered by the 12 producers and the
inheritance status were analyzed. Additionally, the production process, size, and structure of 55 shaped paper
objects were collected, which confirmed the production technology of traditional shaped paper again. In addition,
the copying experiment on the contour of the shaped paper is carried out, and the method of making the shaped

paper for beginners is derived.

In the Final Chapter, the author first concludes the conclusions drawn in each chapter, making sure that " BA/
NIAO YI" is one of the cores of various cultural elements in the region. " BAI NIAO YI " is just a simple creation,
but also includes the overall construction of "human relations" and "relations of all things", that is, it plays an
important role as the agent creation of life. In addition, according to the above research, it is understood that the
" BAI NIAO YI " has not only characteristics of commonality and diversity, but also reflects the local rules and
regulations, emphasizes the subjectivity of people, and promotes communication between people. It could be

confident to say that the " BAI NIAO YI " completely reflects people's desire for a better life.
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Exhibition:

Unit 1: Bibliographical Review of the scholarship on The Coat of a Hundred Birds (CHB)

» Displaying historiographical scholarship on the CHB, while identifying mentioned loci on
the map; introducing field studies and essential characteristics of each village’s CHB

» Displaying short biographies and photographs of each interviewee; presenting methods to
differentiate styles and aesthetic preferences of each village

*  Projecting photos of 100 Miao individuals in CHB on the screen

Unit 2: The CHB 101
« Displaying 9 CHB (Appendix 1) along with the transcribed oral history of
indigenous Miao making and wearing CHB
« Displaying on-lend private collections
. As museums in China have not systematically curated CHB, it is necessary to
exhibit them from various eras and regions simultaneously
» Using one CHB made by artisan Pan Laola as a case study (Appendix 3).

* Using several sets of CHB so that visitors can try them on

Unit 3: The Nature Provides What One Needs: Materials Exhibition

» Displaying necessary materials (silk board, papercutting, embroidery thread, cotton,
embroidery product) for each stage while projecting short films to illustrate the
processes (Appendix 9)

* Inviting artisans for demonstration; the audience will also have the opportunity to

participate

Unit 4: Tools Exhibition

* In conjunction with Unit 3, this unit will present the tools (with objects, photos, and films)
that are necessary to make a CHB

« As different regions employ different techniques, this unit will also elaborate on the
divergent evolution of tools in each area. Furthermore, it should be noted that these
techniques witness and reflect the artistic mastery passed by generation. For instance,
the method of extracting silk used by Baibei Miao artisans appear identical to that

in Tian Gong Kai Wu, nearly 400 years ago.

Unit 5: The CHB and Gu Zang Festival (Drum-Sacrificing Festival)

» Displaying the intimate connections between the CHB and the Gu Zang Festival
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. Details will be further elaborated in the Display Plan

. Baibei village plans to host a Gu Zang festival in January 2020. The film footage

could be used in the current unit.

* The Gu Zang Festival is held every thirteen years, with a preparation cycle of roughly three
years. For instance, in 2018, the Baibei village collectively decided to host the Drum-
Sacrificing Festival. Afterward, everyone plays an active role in the preparation: men
organize bull-fighting races every thirteen days; women prepare for creating new CHB
and Gu Zang flags; elders practice songs with their portable cassette players. In
addition, everything that will be used at the festival should be new, the CHB in particular.
The only exception is that if the CHB has appeared at a wedding.

* The Gu Zang Festival served as an invisible tie to the collective Miao identity. Activities
such as bull-fighting, creating CHB, and welcoming new music bands all reinforce the
intra-village communication. It also ensures that the art form of making CHB is passed

down to the next generation as well.

Unit 6: Baibei Village’s Miao People

* Introducing the geography, history, and demography of Baibei village (Appendix 4); using
a short film to illustrate the genealogy of Baibei; displaying the village calendar

* Using Al technology to realize the experience of walking in Baibei village; labeling important

sites and houses of artisans

Unit 7: The CHB and The Family of Pan Laola

*  Showing a short film on the family of artisan Pan Laola

. Ms. Pan Paola was born and married in Baibei. She could only speak Miao. Deeply
influenced by her mastery, Pan’s husband, Zhu, started to learn and eventually
mastered in Batik. He also serves as Pan Laola’s Chinese interpreter.

. Both Pan Laola’s daughters were wearing CHB at their weddings. Ms. Pan was
hoping to bequeath the CHB to her future daughter-in-law for her wedding as
well.

. Considering that Ms. Pan could only speak Miao and that she wishes to pass down
the skill, Ms. Pan had already chosen the daughter of a family from the same
village as her daughter-in-law, so that the artistic genealogy would be reserved

within the family.

Unit 8: The Revitalization of the CHB

* Hosting a Photograph Exhibition in Baibei Village

. During my fourth field study in the region, | brought Baibei: A Miao Village in the
Southwestern Frontier (2004), a photo collection by Professor Pan, back

to Baibei village. This collection excited tremendous emotional responses from
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the villagers and they would like to see more photographs in the future.

| have contacted Professor Pan, who kept a wealth of films taken at the festival.
This project aims to collaborate with Professor Pan and organize a
photography exhibition entitled “Revisiting the Miao Village with Its Coats of a

Hundred Birds: Sixteen Years After.”

Inviting young designers and artists to interview artisans in the village

Organizing panel discussions and workshops on the revitalization of the CHB

Unit 9: The Plans of Publication

Writing and Publishing the processes of field studies and exhibit organization
Publishing the catalog The Gu Zang Festival and A Hundred Coats of a Hundred Birds
Creating an animated short film or an illustrated story book of Pan Laola’s CHB

Starting a non-fiction writing project based on the research conducted in Baibei village

Significance of a CHB:

Because people of Miao do not have a language, their collective history is passed down and

reinterpreted through songs and clothing. For instance, | had learned from Pan Laola that the

making of this particular CHB was based on an ancient folk song (Appendix 9). Each pattern

has its own historical significance (Appendix 3). Ms. Pan had agreed to remake all the patterns

and they would be exhibited alongside the original CHB. Additionally, | am hoping to produce

an animated film and an illustrated story book to retell the story that the CHB brings to life.

The Display Plan:

The CHB and the Gu Zang Festival

This unit will be displayed by 100 CHB — collected from various villages, museums,
and private collectors — surrounding a Zang Gu flag; it symbolizes the people
of Miao dancing during the Gu Zang Festival (Appendix 2).

The newly made CHB will be placed at the entrance, with the rest of the CHB being
placed with a chronological order leading to the center

An enclosed space will be placed in the center with four white curtains; one will be
served as a screen for the Gu Zang documentary; ten Miao benches be
installed inside for the audience; the oldest CHB be hanging above the space,
symbolizing the Miao heritage

Installing 50 seats with a catalog in between the exhibited CHB; some CHB artifacts
will be equipped with iPads and headphones, detailing the story of each maker

and collector
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The CHB Case Study
The paper patterns of the CHB (Appendix 3) will be labeled and refashioned on the
wall, describing the historical significance in Miao culture
Providing a text about the creator and the users of this CHB, while projecting a
short film of Pan interpreting her creation and singing the ancient folk song

Displaying the animated film and the illustrated story book
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