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Vegetable Dyes of Ainu: Clothes and Folk implements

— Materialsfor dyeing and Mordant —
SATO Masako

Summary:

The main characteristics of Ainu garments have been discussed in a number of papers. The Ainu
people made their own garments: Bark clothes garments and Grass fiber clothes garments.  Some of
the materials for Bark clothes garments and Grass fiber clothes garments are cotton cloth and cotton
threads used for decoration. The garments worn in Sakhalin with red decorations are eye-catching.
These are not found in materials produced by the Ainu of Hokkaido. The Ainu dyed the bark fiber
Japanese elm red or black, and used it to make patterns on rush mats made of Bulrush and other
materials. However, there are many unknown points.

The purpose of this paper isto approach the differencesin coloring and dyeing between the Hokkaido
Ainu and the Sakhalin Ainu by exploring the materials and methods used for coloring.
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