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Overseas study and fieldwork during the COVID-19 pandemic:
An Introduction to the special issue

KODAMA Kanako

The purpose of this special issue is to record and report our experiences of overseas study and
fieldwork conducted during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020-2022. Due to COVID-19, many
countries had significantly restricted people from abroad, and overseas travel became systematically
and economically difficult. As aresult, the authors were forced to make significant changes in their
planned initial overseas study and fieldwork. Nevertheless, we traveled overseas for extended stays
and conducted fieldwork. We hope that these reports will help with understanding the challenges of
researching abroad during the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, we have tried to describe as much as
possible the control policies related to COVID-19, the economic situation, and our feglings.

This special issue consists of six reports.

First, "Overseas study and fieldwork during the COVID-19 pandemic in China" by Linjing Li
is areport of her long-term stay in China. Her mgjor is in linguistics, with a focus on the Hezhen
language. Professor Li and her family went to Chinafor two years, from August 2021, on asabbatical,
and she is still there as of December 2022. The report describes the 'Zero-COVID' policy in China,
her fieldwork, and the changes in peopl€'s lives due to the pandemic.

Thefollowing report is"Long-term stay in Inner Mongolia, China, under China's'Zero-COVID'
policy: Lockdown experience in Hohhot City" by Aoi Geka. Her magjor is aso in linguistics, with a
focus on the Mongolian language. For fieldwork, as part of her PhD candidature, she was studying at
Inner Mongolia University in Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, China, from 2019. However, the COVID-19
outbreak and strong measures against COVID-19 in Chinaforced her to return to Japan in February
2020. The following year, in April 2021, she went to Inner Mongolia again on a work visa as a
Japanese language teacher at Inner Mongolia University and stayed until August 2023 because student
visas were not distributed from China at the time. The report by Ms. Geka, especially her description
of the severe lockdown in the second half of 2022 and the resulting social turmoil and itsimpact on
daily life, depicts atruly challenging experience.

The next two reports are about conducting fieldwork in China. Oneis"Fieldwork experience
under China’'s Zero-COVID Policy: From Japan to a pastoral area in Gansu province" by Suerna,

a graduate student who traveled from Japan to Chinafor fieldwork from December 2020 to April
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2021. The other is "Forced quarantine under China's Zero-COVID Policy: Heading to Inner
Mongoliafrom Japan" by Unibat, a PhD candidate who also traveled from Japan to Chinafor about
two months from January to March 2021. Both Suerna and Unibat were forced to stay in ahotel as
part of mandatory quarantine for at least two weeks. All of these expenses were self-funded, and
the fact that they were both graduate students convey the financial burden. They also tell usthat in
the first half of 2021, the attitudes of those in pastoral areas of China were relatively laid-back
compared to those in the big cities of China. Then, through online interviews, these two reports
record the drastic change in the local situation in Chinain Autumn and Winter 2022.

Next isthereport "University life and countermeasuresin China and Japan during the COVID-
19 pandemic" by Gegerile, a PhD candidate who came from China to Japan for fieldwork in June
2022. This report covers university life and countermeasures in Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, and Japan.

Finally, in"Overseas study in the U.S. during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020-2021", | report
on my family's overseas travel to the U.S. from October 2020 to March 2021. In October 2020, there
was no quarantine, and PCR test certification was not required for those who traveled to the U.S. from
abroad. Without the visato enter the U.S., which | obtained in March 2020, this overseas study would
have been impossible. The report mainly focuses on life experiences.

These reports teach us that the COVID-19 pandemic does not entirely paint everything in life.
However, as noted by Ms. Gekain this special issue, the thoroughness of China's Zero-COV D policy
was an attempt to entirely paint all aspects of life. However, China eventually abandoned its Zero-
COVID palicy. COVID-19 has brought to light the nation's state and, at the sametime, hasdrastically
changed peoplé€'s lives and consciousness. The detailed changes in society and people's lives due to

the COIVD-19 pandemic will be the subject of a future theme.
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