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Collections of Ordos folktales (6): Qian Shiying, 1999, Huhhot

KODAMA Kanako

This text is a partia trandation of "Ordos Folklore Collections" (published by Inner Mongolia
People's Press, 1999). The origind title is "B /K 2 #f [ 8] K X, (Eerduosi minjian caifeng)" in
Chinese, and the text is edited by Jagas (Mongolian name) who went by the pseudonym of Qian
Shiying. The original manuscript was written in Chinese. This book contains eighty-six folktales
collected in the Ordos district of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, China, and arranged by
editor. The prominent place of the collection is probably the author's hometown of Uiishin (Wushen)
Banner in the Ordos district. The folktales fall into one of three categories. folktales about animals
and plants (28), folktales about people (34), and myths (24). | translated seven of the folktales about
people.

The first tale, "Good-son and firewood gathering hand," is about a tragic woman and her son,
whom she had raised with great difficulty, who tried to abandon her due to the influence of hisill-
natured wife. In the end, the son and his wife are rewarded for their cruel act. A yellow dog with
magical powers hel psthe woman. Theyellow dog also appearsin " The son-in-law," which has aready
been translated into Japanese, and once again, we are reminded of itsimportant role. The second tale,
"Three sesame seeds bring back hardship,” is about a servant who has been serving stingy rich men
for many years and does not get paid enough, so he takes revenge by visiting many of the rich men’s
inns and going through a series of exchanges from three sesame seeds up to a mule and beyond,
similar to the Japanese tale "Warashirobe Choja." The third tale, "She San and Xie Si (this one and
that one)," is the same as the second tale. The main character, Mr. Xie, who worked for the rich man
Mr. She, asks to be paid more but receives only 5 kilograms of sesame oil for histen years of service.
Mr. Xie donates the sesame oil to atemple and is promised a wealthy future. On the other hand, Mr.
She donates alot of silver but is told that he will become an ugly donkey in his next life. Heis then
admonished by his daughter to reflect on his past misdeeds in order to avoid this cruel reincarnation.
The first, second, and third folktales trandated here are primarily categorized as retribution. At the
same time, the second and third episodes show a socialist point of view that criticizes the exploiting
class. The fourth tale is a quick-wit story about a King searching for a prospective witty and wise
daughter-in-law. The fifth tale is an ironic short story of a father who prized two of his supposedly

cultured son-in-laws but not the third son-in-law who was a farmer. The sixth tale pokes fun at a
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foolish young man who wants to be a hero in the People's Communes. The seventh is about the origin
and introduction of the Mongolian traditional festival.

The narrators of thefirst and fourth tales are the editor's aunt and that of the second isthe editor's
father. Both of these narrators are Mongols. On the other hand, the narrator of the third tale is He
Yuzhu, that of the fifth is Yang San, and that of the sixth is Wang Shengli. The characters names and
the content of the folktales suggest that these three tales are of Chinese origin and that the narrators

are al Chinese.
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