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Graduate School of Horticulture, Chiba University
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In April 2021, the Faculty of Horticulture at Chiba
University established a new research organization, the
Graduate School of Horticulture, comprising five specific

fields of horticultural science. The establishment of this new
organization is based on the concept of the separation of the
education system and the research organization, with
individual faculty members continuing their educational
activities in the faculty and graduate school, while belonging
to one of the five divisions to start research under the new
organization. The divisions are different from the
conventional departments and courses, and were established
in the following five areas: Plant Sciences, Environmental
Science, Food and Health Science, Advanced Horticultural
Engineering, and Landscape and Economics, with a view to
research necessary for future advancements in the field of
horticulture. Each of the divisions consists of faculty
members from various departments, and each has defined its
own mission to promote interdisciplinary research projects
aiming to pioneer new fields and enhance overall research
potential. In this special issue, each of the five divisions is
introduced with an overview, goals, and future prospects, as
well as the research topics that are characteristic of each
division. In addition, since the first year of its establishment,
it has supported and promoted the Frontier Research Project
in Horticulture, in which several faculty members in different
fields collaborate to propose original research topics. In the
latter half of this special issue, an overview of the ongoing
research projects and, for some of the topics, review articles
on the projects, including related domestic and international
research activities, have been provided. It would be very
satisfying if our readers find these articles of interest in
presenting the new challenges of the Graduate School of
Horticulture as it strives to identify and address social
problems while promoting cutting-edge research for the
future.
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