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Analysis of Gender Disparities in HPV Information Provision in Japan

Global Studies
KAWAMURA Satsuki
(Main adviser HIGASHIJIMA Jin)

Human papillomavirus (HPV) is transmitted by contact and can cause HPV-related
diseases in men, but it has a very high probability of causing cervical cancer in women,
therefore vaccination of women is strongly recommended worldwide. Gender bias has
been an issue recently, particularly in Western countries, and efforts to eliminate it are
underway. This study aims to reveal gender disparities in HPV-related information
dissemination in Japan through literature reviews, including the Japanese Ministry of
Health documents, and text analysis, using “KH Coder” and Google search results for
“HPV” (330 items) and “HPV 4 (254 items). It examines the Japanese Ministry
of Health documents until December 2020 particularly covering female vaccination.
Additionally, text analysis reveals a lack of detailed descriptions of male same-sex
contact and large gender differences in the co-occurrence relation of non-sex-specific
diseases associated with HPV.

Keywords: Human Papilloma Virus, Gender, Health equity
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Confessions of an Entrepreneur from Chiba University

Global Studies
KANZAKI Riku
(Main adviser SUZUKI Masayuki)

The spirit of challenge among young people in Japan is not yet sufficient, and this
spirit needs to be raised.

We decided to convey the significance of taking on challenges by producing a book
that would give back to students the lessons learned from entrepreneurial failures.

The synopsis of the story of entrepreneurship is divided into six chapters for each
stage, including the setback before entering university, the decision to establish the
company born from the setback, the difficult period of covid-19 pandemic in the early
days of the company, and the growth period that was overcome thereafter, and the story
of each difficulty and its resolution. Through this book, we can reflect on and discover
what we should and should not do in starting a business.

Therefore, it is believed that the writing of the book will provide materials to expand
the perspectives and challenging spirit of Chiba University students.

Keywords: Business
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The possibility of “citizen” in the Emerging Residential Area

Global Studies
MAMURA ayami
(Main adviser SUZUKI Masayuki)

This study considers the revitalization of an Emerging Residential Area and suggests
community development, focusing on the local economy and community in this area. It
focuses on Fujimi City and surrounding Fujimi St, Fujimi city, Saitama Prefecture,
which has been developed in about 30 years, and its population has increased steadily.
However, its local economy has not been sufficiently revitalized because of many chain
stores and high rent. In this study, I conducted an interview with the organizer of an
event held there, “Fujimino MACHI FES STREET,” and observed issues rooted in this
area and the needs of its residents. Combined with precedent cases of municipalities
and initiatives with similar conditions, I consider its challenges and plan to make the
opportunity to know and use their community by ourselves. In particular, I point out
whether there is meaning in making new communities in the Emerging Residential
Area.

Keywords: Emerging Residential Area, Citizen, Community development
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Relationship between degree of nursing care requirement, meal intake
ratio, and water intake in elderly people.

Integrated Sciences
OGURA Reo
(Main adviser KOIZUMI Keisuke)

Japan is grappling with a dealing aging population, leading to an increased
prevalence of cognitive disorders such as dementia. This demographic shift has spurred
a rising demand for caregiving services and social support. This study aims to
investigate the correlation between the level of required care and dietary intake among
elderly individuals certified as needing care. The main goal is to gain insights into the
impact of dietary habits on cognitive function decline, thereby ultimately exploring
more effective intervention methods.

The findings indicate no significant differences in dietary intake based on the
required level of care. However, it suggests that elderly individuals certified in need of
caregiving services may exhibit reduced fluid consumption compared to those who are
not in need. This study also identifies cases where decreased food and fluid intake
contribute to severe health issues, thus emphasizing the importance of documenting
daily dietary intake. It also suggests the assessment of the health status of an individual
facing challenges vis-?-vis self-management owing to cognitive issues is valuable.

Keywords: dementia, nursing care, dietary intake
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Empowerment through musical activities in Uganda

Global Studies
KITAGAWA Nonoko
(Main adviser SASAKI Ayako)

This study aims to elucidate how empowerment is achieved through musical
activities and discuss and clarify issues related to “empowerment,” a term widely used
in various fields, though its practical and theoretical basis remains unclear. In this
study, an interview survey was conducted in addition to participant observation of a
non-profit organization in the Republic of Uganda in Africa, a region with limited
existing literature on the subject. The results indicated that the individuals’ strong
admiration for and excitement about music maintained their autonomous motivation.
Additionally, they developed self-esteem because they are admired for possessing
unique skills and acquired interpersonal ability by sharing universal music with
volunteers from other countries. Conversely, it also became clear that empowerment
needed to be improved due to the lack of transformation of social relationships and
dependence on donors.

Keywords: Empowerment, Musical activities, Uganda
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A Study on the Effective Use of Online English Lessons by Filipino and
American Instructors: Through an Analysis of Their Spoken and Written English

Global Studies
KIMURA Bunta
(Main adviser TAKEFUTA Junko)

In recent years, online English lessons have become accessible to college students.
This study aims to analyze the differences in English language spoken by Filipino and
American instructors and examines how Japanese English learners can effectively and
efficiently use online English lessons based on these distinctions. Forty lessons were
conducted in total by instructors from both countries, and the instructors’ English was
analyzed in both spoken and written forms. The findings indicate that the English of the
American instructors was more challenging for Japanese English learners. Based on the
results of this analysis, to maximize the learning effect, it is recommended that different
lessons from various instructors should be incorporated when setting goals, in the early
to mid-stages of learning, and both before and after studying abroad.

Keywords: online English lessons, Filipino English, learning effect maximization
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Research on sustainable regional development through actual surveys of
local exchange and related populations - Consideration of measures in
Nagara Town, Chiba Prefecture drawing inspiration from sustainable

tourism practices in Finland -

Global Studies
NISHIUMI Ayumi
(Main adviser TAJIMA Shota)

In rural areas experiencing population decline, the focus is shifting towards the
exchange population and related population, which play a role in regional development.
However, the broad scope of their definition poses a challenge and it is difficult to
conduct fact-finding surveys on how to interact with the region. In this study, we
conducted a questionnaire survey in Nagara Town, Chiba Prefecture, and analyzed how
the exchange and related populations interact with the area, their sense of settlement,
and the attractiveness of the area, and also compared the results with immigrants and
residents to delineate the distinctons. Regarding the “abundance of nature” that became
clear from the survey results that the area is attractive, we considered measures to
create a sustainable community that utilizes nature in Nagara Town, drawing inspiration
from sustainable tourism practices in Finland. In addition, we considered sustainable
community development measures aimed at strengthening the ties between the
exchange and related populations with the community through interactions between
townspeople and visitors.

Keywords: Regional revitalization, Exchange population, Related population
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How Does the New Textbook “Modern and Contemporary History
(Rekishi Sogo)” Portray the History of Japan-Korea Relations?
-Comparison and Examination with the Textbook Description of “East
Asian History” in South Korea

Global Studies
SUAREZ Mariaseshiria
(Main adviser KENJO Teiji)

In recent years, Japanese and Korean junior high school and high school textbooks
has been compared mainly between “Japanese history” and “Korean history.” However,
no comparison of the writing of the new “Modern and Contemporary History (Rekishi
Sogo)” course, which started in 2022, has been made with the Korean history course as
far as my current research is concerned.

Therefore, we compared the descriptions and materials in the Korean history course
“East Asian History” (2012~) and analyzed how values regarding historical events in
modern and contemporary Japan-Korea relations are shared. For the comparison, we
used five “Modern and Contemporary History (Rekishi Sogo)” textbooks and one
Korean “East Asian History” book. The study concludes that “East Asian History”
functions as a regional history and that a compromise in description was observed in
terms of the structure of the subject, narrative, and materials. We also mention the
possibility of “theme learning” as a classroom practice for both subjects and propose
collaboration in this regard.

Keywords: “Modern and Contemporary History (Rekishi Sogo)”, “East Asian
History”, historical perceptions
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Society’s conception of wellbeing: with a focus on work style reforms

Global Studies
SHODA Ai
(Main adviser GAITANIDIS loannis)

In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the limitations of using
solely economic indicators like GDP to measure well-being. Instead, a more
comprehensive approach considering multifaceted factors, such as charitable
contributions, has gained traction. This study aims to clarify what society considers
“well-being” by analyzing several currently-in-use indicators of well-being. It explores
the historical context and reasons behind the adoption of these diverse indicators. The
analysis shows that many indicators share similar concerns, such as sustainability and
life-work balance. However, while most indicators claim to measure well-being, they
often differ in their interpretation of what “well-being” is, and some indicators do not
even measure well-being at all. Based on these findings, this study discusses the factors
that should be considered to promote well-being.

Keywords: Well-being, Index, Happiness
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The Image of the Family in Japanese War Films

Contemporary Japanese Studies
NOMURA Mayu
(Main adviser BIONTINO Juljan)

This paper examines the representation of family values in Japanese war films, how
they have changed between the prewar and postwar films, and how they are influenced
by historical events. First, the methodology involved viewing Japanese war films and
analyzing their depictions of family values. We then compared these depictions with
historical facts. The findings reveal that war films are a good representation of the
society of the time, that the family during World War II was more connected and
distinctive than it is today, and that more focus was placed on the background of each
individual’s life and the background of each family member and their words and
actions after the war than before the war.

Keywords: Movies, Family, War
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Development of “Life in Japan” CALL material supporting international
student volunteer activities

Global Studies
NISHINO Risa
(Main adviser TAKAHASHI Hideo)

Understanding the culture of the country where the language is spoken is essential
for developing listening comprehension skills in a foreign language. In this project, the
author developed Unit 1 (2 units in total) of Computer-Assisted Language Learning

(CALL) material titled “Life in Japan” for international students and other Japanese
language learners. This material was developed based on the “Three Round System”
developed at Chiba University for English listening comprehension training. Unit 1
aims to familiarize learners with Japanese culture by providing helpful information on
Japanese culture, Japanese listening comprehension, and Japanese communication. Its
development involved creating video materials, editing the necessary multimedia, and
developing courseware. Thereafter, the materials were tested on nine international
students at the university. The questionnaire evaluation results demonstrated that the
materials were rated as good as or better than the conventional materials for English
listening comprehension training. In addition to cultural understanding, the study could
contribute to developing listening comprehension. Thus, the purpose of the study was
achieved.

Keywords: CALL, understanding of Japanese culture, listening comprehension training
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Utilization of Battle Site as a Tourism Resource
-Development of Dark Tourism at the Southern Okinawa War Sites-

Global Studies
OSHIRO Yuri
(Main adviser SUZUKI Masayuki)

This study aims to explore the potential for developing high-quality tourism content
by examining the state of preservation of war remains and regional tourism initiatives
that convey wartime experiences.

I analyzed the current status and issues in utilizing war remains as tourism resources
by participating in three tours of war sites in southern Okinawa and interviewing tour
planners. The findings of the analysis reveal that the Okinawa war site tours are facing
issues with the survey and preservation of the sites, as well as in their management and
operations. This indicates that there is scope for improvement with regard to the
maintenance and utilization of war sites.

Based on the survey results, I conclude that war sites have the potential to serve as
regional identities by utilizing the space, such as incorporating nature experiences and
cross-disciplinary learning into the tours and provide suggestions for future tourism
experiences.

Keywords: Dark tourism, Historical battle site, Regional identity
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Developing Computer-Assisted Language Learning Materials Using
Discussion Conducted by Non-native English Speakers -social issue-

Global Studies
SASA Chika
(Main adviser YONAHA Nobue)

This study aimed to develop a listening comprehension of CALL material using
English discussions. Video clips of discussions by international students whose native
language is not English were filmed and used as the source material. Courseware
containing learning tasks, hints, and supplementary information based on the “The
Three-step Auditory Comprehension” was created, and still images and audio were
collected and edited for comprehension. The courseware was completed as teaching
material for first-year university students, designed to take approximately five hours of
study.

The courseware was tested by three students enrolled at Chiba University, and a pre-
trial questionnaire and post-trial interviews were conducted to verify whether the
courseware would help students overcome their difficulties in English discussions. The
results showed that the students’ belief that they had to use perfect English was
dispelled, and their sense of difficulty in English discussion was reduced.

Keywords: CALL material, Non-natives, Discussion
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The School Adjustment of High School Students with Culturally
Linguistically Diverse Backgrounds in Japan

Global Studies
TAKIMOTO Kodai
(Main adviser FUKUDA Tomoko)

In Japan, the number of high school students with culturally linguistically diverse
backgrounds is increasing annually. These students will require a high school
graduation certificate, as they will likely stay on in Japan. They encounter challenges in
high school life due to language and cultural differences. However, support in high
schools is lacking compared to elementary and junior high schools, and the dropout
rate for high school students needing Japanese language instruction is approximately
five times higher than for all high school students.

This study recommends providing enhanced support to them to adjust to the new
environment. An interview survey was conducted with three former high school
students with culturally linguistically diverse backgrounds who had graduated from
Japanese high schools and pursued higher education to examine the factors that caused
them to adjust and maladapt to school. The study found that the factors contributing to
school adjustment were building friendships, teacher encouragement and family
support. Developing friendships emerged as particularly crucial, and they had personal
strategies to achieve this.

Keywords: School adjustment, high school students with culturally linguistically
diverse backgrounds, Friendship
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Relationship between Japanese professional baseball fans and video
streaming services

Global Studies
KAMITANI Keisuke
(Main adviser TANIFUJI Chika)

In recent years, the decline in the number of Japanese professional baseball fans has
been attributed, in part, to reduced terrestrial broadcasting airtime, a consequence of
the widespread availability of sports video streaming services. In this study, I clarified
the difference in loyalty (attachment) toward Japanese professional baseball between
subscribers and non-subscribers to sports video streaming services and analyzed how
sports video streaming services can contribute to loyalty (attachment) to Japanese
professional baseball. For the survey, I quantified the difference in awareness between
subscribers and non-subscribers in the questionnaire used by Sakata et al. (2009). I
compared them by the difference in mean values. Semi-structured interviews were also
conducted to collect specific opinions of subscribers and non-subscribers. Through
these surveys, we found differences in loyalty (attachment) to Japanese professional
baseball between subscribers and non-subscribers. The interview surveys further
captured the issues and attractions of sports video streaming services that could
potentially enhance loyalty (attachment) to Japanese professional baseball.

Keywords: Royalty, Video Streaming services, Japanese professional baseball
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Characteristics of Tandem Learning in Pairs Using a Mediating Language
Different from the Language of Study -A Study of Tandem Learning in
English between Japanese and Finnish Students-

Global Studies
YANAGISAWA Ayari
(Main adviser NISHIZUMI Kanako)

Until now, much of the research on tandem learning has focused on issues related to
the nature and form of tandem learning. This study aims to delineate the characteristics
of tandem learning in pairs where the language of learning and the language used for
communication are different. To this end, a case study was conducted by recording a
tandem learning session between a Finnish student learning Japanese and a Japanese
student learning Finnish, with English as the medium of communication. A
questionnaire survey was also administered to international students and Chiba
University students who had participated in the LEX Programme in the past seeking
their impressions after the program was implemented. The findings reveal that some
participants found it easier to understand and explain what they were learning by using
the medium language, while others found it difficult to explain grammatical and other
specialized content.

Keywords: Tandem learning, the usage of medium instruction, language learning
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Teachers’ Perceptions and Challenges of School Adjustment for Foreign-
Linked Children -Based on fieldwork at two elementary schools

Global Studies
MONOBE Soma
(Main adviser IGARASHI Hiroki)

In recent years, many children with foreign connections have moved to elementary
schools in Japan. For these children to solve problems and develop themselves in
school, they need to adapt to school. However, there are few guidelines on how to deal
with this issue, and teachers need to be fully prepared for it. This study conducted
fieldwork and interviews with teachers at two elementary schools in the Kanto region
to investigate how teachers perceive school adjustment and the challenges they face.
As a result, teachers perceived school adjustment for children with foreign connections
as getting used to school life while communicating with other children with a caring
heart. It was also clear that they perceived the need for more support related to the
acquisition of the Japanese language necessary for this as a challenge.

Keywords: School Adjustment, Cross-cultural adjustment, Sense of school adjustment
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“My Mind is GuraGura”-Plurilingual Awareness Captured in Language
Portraits by the CLD High School Students-

Global Studies
AKIYAMA Yuka
(Main adviser SHAO-KOBAYASHI Satoko)

Although the importance of Japanese language education has been acknowledged as
the number of culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD) children has increased in
recent years, there remains a gap in understanding their language usage and emotions.
This study focuses on CLD high school students whose home languages are neither
Japanese nor English. Through observation and interviews, I aim to shed light on their
use and perception of multiple languages. The three main findings of this study are as
follows: 1) Language selection is context-dependent, varying on the person or place of
interaction. 2) Regarding language awareness, they are attached to certain languages
because of the ease of self-expression, which is not necessarily their home language. 3)
In terms of plurilingual usage, even though they are attached to their home languages,
the decrease in opportunities for language use causes language loss. This study
suggests the importance of capturing the complex emotions surrounding language by
focusing on the student’s current awareness of their plurilingual usage.

Keywords: Culturally and linguistically diverse high school students, Language
Awareness, Plurilingual speaker
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Self-Projection in Hong Sang-soo’s Films: Kim Min-hee’s casting

Global Studies
URABE tomoko
(Main adviser TAKAHASHI Nobuyoshi)

faced controversy in South Korea due to a scandalous affair with actress Kim Min-
hee, by analyzing four films in which Kim Min-hee appeared, all dealing with the
theme of adultery. The focus is on understanding Hong Sang-soo’s intentions by
examining the characters Kim Min-hee portrayed. To this end, we analyzed the societal
acceptance of adultery in South Korea and then conducted a structural analysis of the
works using Gremas’s action term model. The findings indicate that Kim Min-hee
blurred the line between reality and fiction, portraying her honest and pure character as
an extension of herself, influencing characters resembling Hong Sang-soo. By doing
so, the film has avoided taking a definitive stance on the ethics of adultery, even though
it depicts the self-centeredness of men and women who commit adultery.

Keywords: Adultery, Self-projection, Celebrity
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Life stories studies of Japanese-language instructors

Global Studies
MAENO Naoki
(Main adviser SASAKI Ayako)

This study aimed to elucidate the academic background, experience, and teaching
techniques required for the development of Japanese-language instructors, and to
examine how the training of instructors can be promoted by asking Japanese-language
instructors about their reasons for becoming instructors and about their experiences to
date. Although prior studies have discussed structural issues related to the educational
system, schools, and Japanese language instruction, few studies have focused on
“Japanese language instructors”.

The interviews were conducted to explore the life stories of six instructors,
summarized, and coded to identify patterns of issues. It became clear that they were
always attempting to improve changing situations and maintain an attitude of
understanding the learners’ viewpoints. Based on the results of this survey as well as
issues related to the educational system and structure, the future of Japanese language
instructors was discussed.

Keywords: Japanese-language instructors, Life stories studies, the educational system
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A study of the relationship between the initiatives created in a multi-actor
collaborative platform and citizens’ community consciousness

Global Studies
SUZUKI Haruka
(Main adviser TAJIMA Shota)

This study aimed to examine the relationship between the initiatives in a multi-actor
collaborative platform and citizens’ community consciousness, using Collective Impact
as the subject matter. Since FY2022, the author has been involved in “Inage Collective
Impact,” an industry-academia collaboration aiming to solve issues in Inage Ward,
Chiba City. In this study, a questionnaire survey was administered to participants of
Inage Collective Impact’s community event to examine the relationship between
community consciousness, the reality of participation in community activities, and
basic attributes. Consequently, the reality of citizens’ participation in community
activities and community consciousness was understood. The study also discussed the
prospects of collective impact on the development of local communities.

Keywords: community consciousness, collective impact, community development
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Current Status and Challenges of Overseas Expansion of Japanese
Companies in Indonesia and Singapore.

Global Studies
SAITO Kaede
(Main adviser ISHIDO Hikari)

Although the importance of Japanese firms’ overseas expansion is increasing due to
the shrinking domestic market, many firms face challenges in their overseas expansion.
This study aimed to identify factors contributing to the problems Japanese firms face in
foreign direct investment in overseas markets. Semi-structured interviews were
conducted by visiting Japanese firms’ local offices in Indonesia, where foreign firms
are likely to face problems, and in Singapore, which has historically been proactive in
accepting foreign companies. Structured questions were along with the four
perspectives: (1) build international production and distribution networks, (2) tap into
the local market, (3) secure and hire human resources, and (4) collect information.
The results showed that knowledge of the local business environment, culture, and
market is essential for tapping into the local market. Also, localization and adaptation
based on this knowledge are necessary as a strategy.

Keywords: Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), Market
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A Study of Collaboration between Teachers and Professional Staff in
Public Junior High Schools

Global Studies
MITA Rika
(Main adviser SHIRAKAWA Yuji)

Currently, professional staff is required in schools against the current emphasis on
“School as Team” and “work style reform in school.” This study investigates whether
the involvement of professional staff contributes to resolving issues at school sites,
which are becoming increasingly diverse and complex, and reduces the workload of
teachers. It also aimed to examine desirable ways of working with professional staff
and the roles of teachers. Based on an interview survey of five public junior high
school teachers, teachers felt that professional staff would solve their respective issues.
However, the survey also revealed various issues like the quality of professional staff,
working hours, information sharing, and other challenges hindering the realization of
“School as Team” and “work style reform in school.”

Keywords: teachers and professional staff, School as Team, work style reform in
school
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Chinese Parents Raising Children in Japan and Their Views on Language
Education

Global Studies
FANG Shigi
(Main adviser NISHIZUMI Kanako)

This study aims to identify the language environment and language education of
Chinese parents living in Japan through semi-structured interviews. Parents who leave
China and live or raise their children in Japan have their views on education, and their
educational strategies are as diverse as the number of families. The survey results
showed that although the presence or absence and degree of implementation varied
from family to family, parents commonly felt the need for mother tongue education in
a language environment where Japanese is the predominant language. In addition,
because of the need to face uncertain life plans and to explore language education
without orthodoxy, parents commonly showed a positive attitude toward collecting
information about families raising children in the same environment and information
that would be helpful for their education. Chinese parents’ views on language education
collected in this study will likely provide reference information for foreign parents
raising children in Japan and serve as a resource for reconsidering the state of language
support.

Keywords: language education, Chinese paren, interview
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Ibasho for foreign students attending an evening high school - I feel
PEACE of my heart in Nepal

Global Studies
TSUKAMOTO Yuji
(Main adviser SHAO-KOBAYASHI Satoko)

The lack of “Ibasho” (a place of belonging) is a challenge for an increasing number
of Culturally Linguistically Diverse (CLD) students. While various practices for
creating Ibasho have emerged, they often do not consider the perspectives of the
students involved. In this study, I focus on Nepalese students, the largest population of
high school students who need Japanese language instruction in Tokyo. This study
illustrates what they perceive as Ibasho based on their mental maps of their everyday
community in and out of school and their narratives about their daily lives. The results
revealed that (i) high school teachers’ idea of Ibasho was different from the students’,

(i) students focused on an emotional aspect of Ibasho, such as stability and safety,
rather than physicality, and (iii) Nepalese students created their own place of
belonging on the schoolyard and gymnasium. The study emphasizes the importance of
involving CLD students in the active creation of their Ibasho.

Keywords: CLD students, Ibasho, Nepalese high school student
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Current and future US-Japan-Korea cooperation
-The direction that should be taken by the Government of Japan.

Global Studies
KANALI Hikaru
(Main adviser TAKAMITSU Yoshie)

This study aims to examine the characteristics of the cooperation between Japan, the
US and South Korea, as well as issues such as the Japan-South Korea problem and the
problem with North Korea and examines the moves that Japan should take in the
future.

Through a literature review, the study emphasizes security cooperation as a crucial
aspect of trilateral collaboration. To address this challenge, Japan should work towards
improving relations with South Korea, continue dialogue with North Korea and China,
and ensure that the security of Japan, the US, and South Korea is strengthened.
Geopolitically, Japan can maintain relations with the US, South Korea, North Korea,
and China. Therefore, I conclude that Japan should position itself as a bridge and
resolve security issues through dialogue.

Keywords: US-Japan-Korea cooperation, North Korean problem, interstate cooperation
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The Intersectionality Projected by HAFU
~Curly Hair Journeys of Women toward Authenticity ~

Global Studies
OGUNSE Sade
(Main adviser SHAO-KOBAYASHI Satoko)

Conventional “HAFU” (mixed-race individuals) studies tend to articulate the
process of racialization itself, whereas there is little information about their self-
initiated behaviors. This paper focuses on the body as a form of agentive self-
expression and identity, especially hair/hairstyles. I draw on the life stories of curly-
haired women HAFU living in Japan to unravel their unique struggles and strategies to
overcome their difficulties. The analysis of the interviews with two research
participants and autoethnography shows the following findings: 1) the impact other
people’s view of hair has on the women, 2) the underlying notion of authentic straight
hair interfering with women’s choice of hairstyles, and 3) the limitation of self-
expression and its relationship to identity construction. This study suggests that
physicality is essential to discussing HAFU. Focusing on the difficulties and dilemmas
that arise from this aspect enables to show more complex intersectionality that is
unique to HAFU women.

Keywords: HAFU, Agency, Physicality
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Analysis for understanding wayfinding design in transportation to
destination and time for transportation

Contemporary Japanese Studies
JICHI Jun
(Main adviser TANIFUJI Chika)

Arriving at one’s destination in the shortest possible time is the primary necessity
with regard to transportation. However, analyses of time for transportation are not
popular in the study of sense of direction in cognitive science or wayfinding design in
architecture. In this study, we researched and analyzed transportation from Chiba
station to Chiba City Central Library to analyze lap time and clarify differences in time
for understanding signs during transportation and the reason. The results showed that
we can classify the importance of decision points by their place and relationship to
time for understanding signs.

Keywords: wayfinding design, decision point
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What causes the exclusion of strangers in Kafka’s “The Castle”

Contemporary Japanese Studies
OKADA Ryuhei
(Main adviser NISHIO Yuko)

This research examines the theme of the exclusion of strangers in Franz Kafka’s
novel, “The Castle.” The protagonist, K., arrives in a village nearby a castle and tries to
integrate into the community but is consistently rejected by the villagers. While
previous studies have overlooked this aspect, this analysis focuses on understanding
the dynamics between majorities and minorities in the novel. Specifically, this study
explores how each inhabitant uses the German term “Fremde” (Strangers) and delves
into the consciousness of the majority to investigate the causes of the exclusion. The
research proposes that K.’s ostracism is driven by the villagers’ unconditional
acceptance of the castle bureaucrats.

Keywords: Stranger, Exclusion
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In-Depth Analysis of Contemporary Society in the Films of Hirokazu
Koreeda and Joon-ho Bong

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SUZUKI Tsukasa
(Main adviser BIONTINO Juljan)

This thesis presents an analysis of two widely recognized films, namely Hirokazu
Koreeda’s “Shoplifters” (2018) and Joon-ho Bong’s “Parasite” (2019), to reveal how
two leading directors from Japan and Korea respectively approached the themes of
similar contemporary social issues. The contents of the movies and the two films’
diverging approach to social issues are analyzed and discussed. Both films focus on the
themes of family, poverty, and inequality; while Koreeda’s film focuses on the
individual and the family by carefully depicting the power of survival within the family
unit and the complexity of human relationships, Bong’s film questions the imbalances
in Korean society through the family and sharply analyzes the fundamental issue of
inequality.

Keywords: Film Analysis, Social Issues, Cinematic Approach
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Evaluation of smart livestock farming in Japan from the perspective of
animal welfare and its ideal future

Contemporary Japanese Studies
ABE Yui
(Main adviser KAMISATO Tatsuhiro)

Recently, there has been a growing social demand for meat and other animal
products, with the expectation that the production of meat will be double by 2050.
However, the number of livestock farmers is decreasing every year, necessitating an
increase in productivity through intensified and scaled-up livestock production. Reports
from the European Union (EU) show that as the scale of operations increases, animal
welfare tends to be compromised. In response to the challenges posed by the increasing
demand for meat, the declining number of livestock farmers, and the loss of animal
welfare associated with these problems, Precision Livestock Farming (PLF) is gaining
attention in the EU and other major countries.

This study aims to investigate and compare the situation in the EU, a leading
country of animal welfare with advancing research and development of PLF for animal
welfare, with Japan, which lags behind in both animal welfare and PLF. Furthermore,
this study will propose future directions of smart livestock technology in Japan,
considering the perspective of animal welfare.

Keywords: precision livestock farming, animal welfare, bioethics
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Chaplin’s Popularity in Prewar Japan:
A Comparison with the Other Three Great Comedy Kings

Contemporary Japanese Studies
ENDO Akihiro
(Main adviser BIONTINO Juljan)

Chaplin, along with Lloyd and Keaton, is regarded as one of the three great kings of
comedy, and is probably the most renowned among them. This study aims to elucidate
the reasons for Chaplin’s preeminent popularity among the three comedy kings in
prewar Japan. Through an analysis of one work from each of the three prominent
comedians and a prewar Japanese comedy film, and drawing upon insights from prior
research, I aim to investigate Chaplin’s distinctive attributes and his affinity with Japan
and Japanese cinema. I analyzed the films in terms of storyline and background music
and compared regarding the relationship between the three individuals and Japan. Since
previous studies have analyzed Chaplin’s uniqueness among the trio, I will delve
deeper into the factors contributing to Chaplin’s popularity in prewar Japan.

Keywords: Chaplin, the three comedy kings, uniqueness
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Characteristics of Each Country in One-on-One Situations in Soccer
Powerhouse Nations

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TAKEU Ngounoukosuke
(Main adviser KOIZUMI Keisuke)

This study aimed to investigate whether the tactics in soccer have diversified across
regions and countries, given the background of the international improvement of soccer
competitiveness. The focus was on 1v1 plays (duels) during soccer matches, with a
specific examination of variations across different countries and regions. The study
analyzed duels in 16 matches following the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 knockout
stage. The group that advanced beyond the quarterfinals (112 + 13.4 times) had a
significantly higher number of duels compared to the group that was eliminated in the
round of 16 (89.8 + 18.3 times). Regarding the examination of regional differences
using data from the 16 teams, no statistically significant variations were observed.
Regarding the characteristics of duels in each country, we focused on the presence of
score differences and changes in the quality of play during the verification process;
however, no significant differences were observed.

Keywords: World Cup, duel-plays, Data Analysis
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Support activities for sexual and gender minorities by Buddhist
organisations: A study of priests’ motivations and role perceptions

Contemporary Japanese Studies
MIYAHARA Yuki
(Main adviser GAITANIDIS Ioannis)

The social engagement of traditional Buddhist organizations has attracted increased
attention since 2011, particularly following their volunteer activities in the wake of the
Great East Japan Earthquake. This study focuses on Buddhist organizations involved in
providing support to sexual and gender minorities. Buddhist priests involved in these
activities were interviewed to investigate their motivations and role perceptions in
society. The objective was to gain insights into the potential role of religion in
contemporary Japan. The results showed that the priests’ motivations can be
categorized into three interrelated categories: 1) societal influences, 2) personal
experiences, and 3) critiques and expectations of Buddhism. Notably, the study
emphasizes the priests’ personal conflicts, including dilemmas arising from their
cisgender and heterosexual identity and doubts regarding their relationship with their
religious order and Buddhist traditions.

Keywords: Buddhism, Sexual and gender minority, Support activities
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New usage of the word “daijobu” and considerations in refusal situations

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SEKI Seira
(Main adviser YOSHINO Aya)

In recent years, the word “daijobu” has taken on a new function: refusal. This study
aimed to clarify the nuances of consideration in everyday conversations and explore
generational differences by investigating the usage and impressions of “daijobu” in
contexts of refusal, diverging from its original meaning. Results indicate a higher
prevalence of “daijobu” in refusal situations up to the age of 40, with a noticeable
decline as age increases, becoming notably rare after the age of 70. In addition, the
relationship between age and a sense of consideration emerged, revealing that older
individuals tend to use more direct language in refusals, and the more they choose
words depending on their hierarchical relationship with the other person.

Keywords: Consideration, Communication, “daijobu”
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The representation of body shape in Disney films: focusing on historical
transition and body-positivity

Contemporary Japanese Studies
UEHIRA Fuki
(Main adviser IGARASHI Hiroki)

Walt Disney Animation Studios (WDAS) is one of the world’s largest producers of
animated content aimed at children, and exerts a significant influence on modern
society. Criticisms and concerns have arisen over WDAS’s depiction of characters’
body shapes and their impact on children’s perceptions. This study examines the
representation of body shape in six animated feature films produced by WDAS and
discusses related images on each body type and the historical evolution of body
description. I analyze each image related to heavy, thin, standard, and proportionate.
Additionally, there appears to be a greater number of realistic body depictions as well
as a correlation between empowered female characters and new storylines which
deviate from beauty-centric narratives.

Keywords: body description, Disney films, Representational analysis
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Translated Self-help Book

Contemporary Japanese Studies
KITAMURA Kazusa
(Main adviser SHAO-KOBAYASHI Satoko)

In this study, I investigated why the self-help book “I Decided to Live as Myself,”
which originated from Korea, became popular in Japan despite the differences in
sociocultural background. I examined how the trend of self-help books in Japan has
evolved and how self-help books from Korea have been introduced to the Japanese
market. Next, I analyzed how Korea and Japan are positioned within the target book
and revealed the aspects that people are paying attention to based on reviews of the
book. Through this analysis, I aimed to clarify the tendencies and roles of self-help
books, particularly in recent years, and shed light on the societies of Korea and Japan
as depicted, interpreted, and reimagined by individuals.

Keywords: Self help, Korea and Japan, Social problems through cultural perspectives
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Analysis and Prospects of Fan Tourism in Post-Corona
—A Case Study of Pilgrimages to “Tokai On Air”

Contemporary Japanese Studies
NISHIZUKA Yuto
(Main adviser WADA Ken)

The combined impact of the new coronavirus and digitalization has caused
significant changes in the tourism industry. This paper focuses on fan tourism, which
entails supporting a favorite. This study’s research target was Tokai On Air, a six-
member YouTube creator group based in Okazaki City, Aichi Prefecture. We
interviewed fans making the pilgrimage to the sacred site and conducted fieldwork in
Okazaki City. Based on the analytical results, the paper proposes a fan tourism model
in which YouTubers and local communities can work together to attract tourists on an
ongoing basis.

Keywords: Tourism, Regional Development, Post-Corona
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Artificial Intelligence in Japanese Magazine Catalogs in 1972-2023:
A Textual Analysis

Contemporary Japanese Studies
YAMAGUCHI Hirona
(Main adviser HIGASHIJIMA Jin)

This study examines how the term “Artificial Intelligence (Al)” is used in Japanese
society by analyzing the titles of magazine articles. The analysis focused on 10,365
titles, including (1) 9,588 general magazine articles from 1972 to 2023 listed in the
National Diet Library’s Index of Magazine Articles and (2) 777 entertainment
magazine articles from 2013 to 2023, ranked in the top 50 in sales (excluding manga).
Frequency word analysis, hierarchical cluster analysis, and co-occurrence network
analysis were used to compare (1) and (2) and analyze the overall results.
Entertainment and general magazines differed in title content. Among the magazine
articles, “AI”’ was mentioned in six different contexts and tended to be mentioned more
often about the benefits and expectations of Al than in connection with Al-related
issues.

Keywords: Al (Artificial Intelligence) , Text Analysis, Media
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Language and Identity of Graduates from Korean Schools in Japan

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TANIZAKI Kanako
(Main adviser MURAOKA Hidehiro)

The thesis delves into the language and identities of graduates from Korean schools.
As globalization progresses, educational support for children with ties to foreign
countries is increasing in Japan. Further discussions are underway regarding language
education. However, the focus is currently not on special permanent residents, mainly
so-called “Zainichi” Koreans. I conducted one year of fieldwork at a Korean school
that involved life story interviews with three Korean school graduates. It became clear
that through independent school management, the students at Korean schools
established their identity as Koreans as they learned and used the Korean language
while being exposed to Korean culture at school and the Korean community in Japan.
The findings indicate that language education fosters the language and identity of
children with ties to foreign countries.

Keywords: Korean schools in Japan, Language, Identity
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“Human Landscape” Student project to deepen young people’s attachment
to the community

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SUZUKI Yurii
(Main adviser TAJIMA Shota)

The population outflow from rural communities has weakened relationships in the
local community, prompting increased interest in citizen participation for community
development. Although a strong correlation has been reported between the formation of
social capital related to civic participation and community development awareness, few
studies have focused on the youth generation, particularly susceptible to population
outflow in rural communities. Focusing on civic pride as a social capital, the author
designed a space for young people to spend time in a community with an aging
problem in Matsudo City, Chiba Prefecture, one of the selected areas for the 2022
Municipal SDGs Model Project, based on the concept of a “human landscape.”
Through the practical process, the project examined young people’s attachment to
places.

Keywords: civic pride, sense of community, human landscape
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The role of language displays in airport: Focusing on behavioural
observation and interview analysis of foreign visitors to Japan

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SAGARA Yurika
(Main adviser KO Minjeong)

In the context of growing globalization and multilingualism, public signage has
become a focal point of attention. Airports, in particular, are public facilities used by an
unspecified number of people with different languages, cultures, and attributes. They
represent the initial point of substantive engagement for foreign visitors to Japan. This
study investigates how foreign visitors to Japan follow the linguistic information and
conduct substantive behavior, and what kind of linguistic information they obtain
necessary information from, by observing the behavior of foreign visitors to Japan at
airports and through interviews. The findings indicate that in airports, besides
multilingual displays in Japanese, English, Chinese, and Korean, a combination of
language displays along with pictograms are more effective. Additionally,
inconveniences were reported at bus and train ticket offices and information on SIM
cards for long-stay visitors, highlighting the need for enhanced language displays.

Keywords: pictogram, language display, substantive behavior
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Linguistic environment and language awareness of speakers of Southern
Ryukyu Miyako Irabu languages, from the analysis of language biography

Contemporary Japanese Studies
NAKANDAKARI Hinata
(Main adviser KO Minjeong)

In 2009, UNESCO announced the list of languages at risk of extinction, which
included the Ryukyuan languages. The need for preservation research on endangered
languages has also been acknowledged in Japan. While there has been active linguistic
research on the Ryukyuan languages, there is a notable lag in sociolinguistic studies.
This thesis focuses on the Miyako language, one of the Ryukyuan languages. The
research was conducted in the southern part of Iralu Island, Miyakojima City, Okinawa
Prefecture. The study involved the description and analysis of individuals’ language
biographies. The analysis revealed that Ryukyuan language speakers continually
reconstruct their language repertoire and language management through interactions
with the common language, engaging in evaluation and adjustment actions throughout
their lives. It was also observed that these processes undergo changes based on
migration, age, and gender.

Keywords: Language biography, Endangered languages, Ryukuan languages
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Ethical fashion: A Coachtopia case study

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TAKAGI Misato
(Main adviser SAKIYAMA Naoki)

Ethical and sustainable economic practices are becoming an important theme in
today’s fashion industry. Due to changes in consumer awareness, rejection of brands
that are destructive to the environment is increasing in popularity, and consequently,
companies are changing their behavior. However, there is a gap between current
consumer awareness and actual consumption behavior. We have also learned that
fashion will not be easily ethicalized or consumed sustainably as long as companies
remain profit-seeking entities and consumers do not fundamentally change their current
consumerism. In this study, we examined how such initiatives can attract consumers’
interest and lead to purchasing behavior, based on comparisons with fast fashion and
the case of the recycling-oriented brand Coachtopia.

Keywords: ethical fashion, sustainability, consumer behavior
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Support for College Students in Their Career Development
~Focusing on Career Resilience~

Contemporary Japanese Studies
MORI Erisa
(Main adviser SAKIYAMA Naoki)

Career resilience is the ability to overcome difficulties and crises in career
development. In today’s rapidly changing society, it is gaining prominence as a
resource for growing career design skills.

This thesis aims to elucidate the career development process of university students
from the perspective of career resilience. For this purpose, I conducted an interview
survey of four university students who had pursued employment opportunities. The
results of the survey revealed that university students experienced various challenges
and disparities in their envisioned work roles during their job-hunting activities. Based
on the survey analysis, I discuss effective support for college students in making
informed career choices.

Keywords: career resilience, job search, university student
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Developing Computer-Assisted Language Learning Materials Using
Discussion Conducted by Non-native English Speakers
~Gene Modification~

Contemporary Japanese Studies
KAKEYA Hiromi
(Main adviser YONAHA Nobue)

This study aimed to develop computer-assisted language learning materials based on
a teaching theory called Three-Step Auditory Comprehension Approach. The focus was
on enhancing the English language proficiency of Japanese university students and
imparting the understanding that communication can occur even with grammatically
incorrect English, using discussions conducted by non-native speakers as the subject
matter. The materials were tested by three students from Chiba University, and their
evaluations were gathered through semi-structured interviews. The results indicated
that practical English skills, such as the adaptability to mistakes and the methods for
conveying opinions can be acquired from the materials.

Keywords: CALL Materials, Non-natives, Discussion
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Issues and Proposals for Intercultural “Cohesion” in a Housing Complex
for Foreign Residents -Analysis of the Current Situation in Tokiwadaira
Housing Complex and Practice of Organizing Workshops

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SUZUKI Rina
(Main adviser TAJIMA Shota)

This study aims to elucidate the current status and issues related to Intercultural
Cohesion in the Tokiwadaira Housing Complex in Matsudo City, Chiba Prefecture, and
propose and implement improvement strategies to address these issues. Although
several foreign residents live in the aging Tokiwadaira Housing Complex, there is a
lack of interaction among them. While they “coexist” with each other, they have not
yet reached the stage of “cohesion.” To remedy this problem, an art workshop was
organized focusing on creating original flags and conducted twice in the housing
complex. The event was objectively evaluated through a questionnaire survey of
participants and post-event interviews with collaborators. Based on the findings, we
propose the continuation of art workshops in the future to cultivate the culture of
Tokiwadaira. Additionally, we suggest painting pictures on the complex walls as a
symbol of this culture.

Keywords: Intercultural Cohesion, Art workshops, Housing regeneration
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Analyzing the influence of Instagram on appearance and self-esteem

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SAIJO Mirai
(Main adviser SUZUKI Masayuki)

As the use of SNS has expanded rapidly in recent years, providing and obtaining
accurate information has become a challenge. In particular, the influence of lookism on
young people by Instagram, an image sharing application, has emerged as an important
issue. More than 40% of teens stated that they began to feel unattractive with regard to
their appearance since they began using Instagram. Conversely, due to the convenience
and globalization of SNS, complete separation from such platforms has become nearly
impossible. Therefore, it is necessary to avoid excessive expressions and foster the
creation of socially meaningful SNS that provide accurate information. This project
aims to operationalize Instagram from an academic perspective, and create a template
and propose a highly reproducible operation method for disseminating information in a
manner that is yet to be established.

Keywords: Instagram, lookism, sns marteting
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The potential of contents tourism for museums: a case study of zoological
parks and the media franchise “Kemono Friends”

Contemporary Japanese Studies
MIHARA Fuya
(Main adviser GAITANIDIS Ioannis)

Currently, Japanese museums are facing a shortage of funds, necessitating the
exploration of new avenues to generate income. This study proposes that “contents
tourism,” a type of tourism activity, can help museums alleviate their financial issues. |
conducted semi-structured interviews with administrators of zoological parks (which,
in Japan, are categorized as “museums”) that have conducted collaborative projects
with Kemono Friends, a media franchise. I aimed to analyze the role played by the
zoos in these projects that targeted fans of Kemono Friends. The findings indicate an
increase in the number of visitors and donations and that fans developed meaningful
relationships with the zoological parks. I suggest, therefore, that “contents tourism”
could serve as an effective method to finance and revitalize museums.

Keywords: contents tourism, museum, zoological park
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Development of CALL English teaching materials using discussion by
non-native speakers ~Communication~

Contemporary Japanese Studies
YAMAGISHI Yutaro
(Main adviser YONAHA Nobue)

In this study, Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) English teaching
materials were developed with the aim of improving English listening skills and
alleviating anxiety associated with English discussions. The materials were videotaped
and edited discussions by international students based on the theme. Courseware
containing learning tasks, hints, and supplementary information based on the Three-
step Auditory Comprehension Approach, a training theory for developing English
listening skills, was created, and pictures and audio were collected and edited. The
developed teaching materials were used on a trial basis by three first-year university
students, and the evaluation data for teaching materials was collected through
questionnaires and interviews. The findings indicate that the teaching materials can be
effective in developing English listening comprehension and alleviating anxiety
associated with English discussions.

Keywords: Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) material, English listening
skills, communication
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A Study to Improve Students’ Sports Athletic Performance in
Municipalities: Relationships Among Facilities, Coaches, and Declining
tudent Population

Contemporary Japanese Studies
NOHARA Kazuma
(Main adviser TANIFUJI Chika)

In recent years, sports activities have been conducted in junior and high schools
throughout Japan, but athletic performance disparities exist among prefectures. This
study examined the relationships among facilities, coaching environment, and student
population using data collected from each municipality and the Japan Sports
Association. The study also investigated prefectural-level athletic performance , using
Mann-Whitney’s U-test. Based on the results, we have identified priorities for each
municipality, considering their limited human, material, and budgetary resources.

The results showed no clear relationship between athletic performance and the
investigated factors. However, successful examples of public schools in the top-ranked
municipalities in terms of athletic performance were found to be distinctive and
included the consolidation of sports development environments by providing high-
quality instructors, facilities, dormitories, and other amenities, the establishment of
sports departments in public schools; , and the establishment of consistent, long-term
sports programs in junior and high schools through an integrated system.

Hence, we conclude it would be desirable for less athletically competitive
municipalities to follow successful examples and focus their efforts on implementing
related policies.

Keywords: sports, municipality
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Psychological factors influencing acceptance of Edible insects
-from a food neophobia perspective -

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TSUCHIYA Yuko
(Main adviser WADA Ken)

“Edible Insects” are attracting attention as one of the solutions to food problems
caused by population growth. On the other hand, social recognition of Edible Insects
remains low. Therefore, we will try to elucidate the reasons why people are not
attracted to Edible Insects from the viewpoint of “food neophobia,” a major factor
preventing acceptance of Edible Insects. Based on fieldwork in Ina Valley, where
traditional edible insect culture has taken root, and research conducted at edible insect
events, we categorize existing Japanese edible insects into old and new ones. Then,
based on fieldwork at actual edible insect events, we will identify measures to help
alleviate the food neophobia of edible insects.

Keywords: Edible Insects, Food neophobia, Food culture
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An Empirical Study on the Workload of University Faculty: A Case Study
of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Chiba University

Contemporary Japanese Studies
OKUDA Kazuki
(Main adviser SHIRAKAWA Yuji)

While the decline in research productivity in Japanese universities has long been
debated, one of the main factors attributed to this issue is the reduction in research time
among faculty members. Previous studies identified an increase in non-academic
administrative tasks as a factor compromising research time; however, the specific
current situation remained unclear. Therefore, this study aims to elucidate the actual
workload of university faculty, conducting an interview survey on faculty members of
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. The results revealed a significant increase in
chronic workload, particularly pronounced in administrative tasks. Consequently,
addressing these challenges suggests a need for a reassessment of national systems,
such as revisions to Management Expenses Grants reductions.

Keywords: Management Expense Grant, Academic Staff, Higher Education Institution
(HEI)
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Historical Review of Science Museums at the Beginning of the 21st
Century - 23 Years of Zenkakyo News as a Source

Contemporary Japanese Studies
HIKAGE Hideyuki
(Main adviser KAMISATO Tatsuhiro)

In recent years, the landscape for museums has undergone rapid changes: In 2022,
the Museum Law was amended independently for the first time in nearly 70 years; the
International Council of Museums (ICOM) changed the definition of a museum; and
in 2023, the National Science Museum’s crowdfunding initiative to secure funding for
specimen storage attracted attention. While science museums in particular are believed
to have shown unique responses to contemporary social trends in some areas, few
studies have systematically addressed this trend.

In this study, we examined the trends of science museums from the viewpoints of
the social theory of science and technology and the history of science, taking up
“digitalization,” “response to disasters,” and “corona and science communication” as
major themes of the 21st century. Specifically, the Zenshikyo News, which contains
many case studies, was adopted as research material and analyzed. Through this work,
we elucidated some of the steps that science museums should aim for in the future.

Keywords: museum, science, historical review
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A survey on the components of motives for watching sports among university
students - Focusing on the relationship with individual sports behavior -

Contemporary Japanese Studies
KIKKAWA Takumi
(Main adviser TANIFUJI Chika)

Until now, the motivations of spectators in various sports have been studied
independently. However, with the increasing number of sports spectators in recent
years, it has become necessary to compare the motives of spectators of multiple sports.
In this study, we compared the motives of spectators of soccer, baseball, volleyball,
tennis, and marathons, and analyzed them based on their personal experiences in club
activities. A questionnaire survey was conducted among university students using a
sports spectator motivation measurement scale comprising 10 factors and 32 items
developed by Matsuoka et al. (2002). Analysis of the responses revealed that, as a
whole, those who had experience in club activities in the sport had higher motivation in
items such as “knowledge” and “skill” than those who had no experience in the sport.
Additionally, unique motives for watching each sporting event emerged, revealing
differences in the viewpoints of experienced and inexperienced sports spectators when
watching a sporting event, as well as differences in the motivations for watching each
sporting event.

Keywords: Motive for watching sports, club activities
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Establishment of Regional Brands Focusing on Household Surveys: The
Case of Utsunomiya Gyoza, -Created Local Food

Contemporary Japanese Studies
KAWADA Natsumi
(Main adviser WADA Ken)

This study aims to unravel why gyoza, a widely consumed dish, has emerged as a
representative regional brand for Utsunomiya. To this end, the study summarizes
previous research on perceptions of local cuisine and delineates the historical research
trajectory of Utsunomiya gyoza. Additionally, through fieldwork around Utsunomiya
Station and surveys conducted among Utsunomiya City Hall employees and the
Utsunomiya Gyoza Association, the nature of gyoza in Utsunomiya was examined
from the perspectives of citizens, governmental bodies, and stakeholders. Based on
these findings, it is speculated that the initiative to revitalize the city, in response to
results of household surveys, indicated the potential for gyoza, a non-local ingredient,
to become a local specialty in Utsunomiya. Moreover, the successful establishment of
gyoza as a widely consumed local delicacy in Utsunomiya, both within and beyond the
city, is believed to have solidified the association of “Utsunomiya equals gyoza,”
contributing to the establishment of Utsunomiya gyoza as a regional brand.

Keywords: Utsunomiya gyoza, Household surveys, Created local food
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Gender consciousness seen in “THE LITTLE MERMAID”

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TSUCHIYA Riko
(Main adviser SAKIYAMA Naoki)

I analyze the female characters and themes expressed in the 2023 film “The Little
Mermaid,” and discuss the message that Disney intends to convey by releasing this
film despite public criticism of the live-action version.

I compared the animated and live-action versions of the film to examine the
differences and analyzed them, focusing on each keyword and identifying the events
represented in prior studies.

The central discussion point of this study is whether criticism around the casting of
a black woman is warranted.

In conclusion, I argue that criticism of the casting should not be based solely on
appearance. Factors such as the singing voice, personality, and way of life were deemed
more important in the selection process. Criticism regarding the choice of casting her
must be reserved until after seeing her performance.

Keywords: women’s social advancement, race, multicultural coexistence
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Exploring the physical characteristics and psychological effects of minerals

Contemporary Japanese Studies
MORI Manaka
(Main adviser MINO Hirofumi)

Minerals have influenced societies in various aspects, such as resources, ornaments,
and gemstones. Although minerals such as gemstones have no scientific basis for their
psychological effects, their spiritual aspect has historically influenced and been
believed by many individuals. Therefore, an experiment was conducted where
participants evaluated minerals based on their impressions about healing. They
compared the gemstones’ effects with existing books to clarify why individuals believe
in the effects of gemstones and if gemstones have psychological effects. It was found
that color is likely to be the first visual fact that psychologically affects individuals,
while transparency is the second. Additionally, minerals with blue and green tones were
highly evaluated, and existing books indicate a similar tendency.

Keywords: Gemstone, Visual Psychology
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How do Japanese language learners from non-kanji cultures infer
unlearned Japanese kanji words?

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TANAKA Chihiro
(Main adviser NOMURA Kazuyuki)

Only some studies have investigated Japanese language learners from cultures that
do not use kanji characters (non-kanji cultures), particularly their strategies for
inferring the meanings of unlearned vocabulary items. This study aims to understand
the strategies that learners of Japanese from non-Kanji cultures use to infer the
meanings of unlearned Japanese words, especially kanji words. The research involved
tests to identify the participants’ semantic inference strategies of unlearned Japanese
words and subsequent qualitative interviews. The participants were 10 students from
non-kanji cultures studying elementary or intermediate Japanese at a public university
in Japan. It took approximately two hours for a participant to complete the tests and the
follow-up interview. Analysis of the test results and follow-up interviews revealed how
the teacher taught kanji considerably affected the learners’ semantic inference
strategies. This finding suggests the importance of teacher factors. We hope this study
will help those involved in Japanese language teaching provide effective vocabulary
instruction.

Keywords: Japanese language learners, kanji characters, semantic inference strategy,
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Digital multilingual signs on public transport, the best span for each
language to comprehend information

Contemporary Japanese Studies
KARATSU Ryo
(Main adviser KO Minjeong)

This study examines the best way to display information pertaining to public
transportation in multilingual languages on a liquid crystal display, which has become
increasingly popular in Japan because of the flexibility and the capacity of information
that can be displayed. Incorporating the fieldwork on public transport to comprehend
what digital multilingual signs are like and the follow-up interviews with individuals
whose native language is not Japanese to clarify the best time to show something in
each language, this study demonstrates that the time should be defined based on Words
Per Minutes (WPM). Each language has a similar but slightly different WPM, thus,
setting different times for each language based on WPM has a high possibility of
maximizing the efficiency of digital multilingual signs.

Keywords: Multilingualism, Signs, Transportation
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The Effect of Color Gender Impression on Grammatical Gender
Judgement

Contemporary Japanese Studies
MORITA Kotomi
(Main adviser TOKUNAGA Rumi)

The reverse Stroop effect is a phenomenon in which individuals incorrectly tend to
identify the meaning of a word when the meaning and color of the character are
incongruent. This study investigated the effect of colors on judgments of grammatical
gender using the reverse Stroop effect. The stimuli were 60 black line drawings, 15
colored squares, and 900 colored line drawings. In the experiment, subjects evaluated a
gender impression of each stimulus as masculine, neutral, or feminine. The chi-square
test results revealed that subjects were more likely to answer the same impression to
colored line drawings and black ones when the colored line drawings composed of the
line drawing and the color with the same gender impression than those with different
gender impressions (y*(1)=67.094, p<.001). This result indicates that the gender
impression of the color might change that of grammatical gender.

Keywords: Reverse Stroop effect, Grammatical gender, Color impression
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Consideration of creating a directly contributing population through
workcation

Contemporary Japanese Studies
AIDA Yuki
(Main adviser TAJIMA Shota)

This study aims to elucidate the ideal form of workcation that leads to the creation
of a related population. Workcation is a new form of travel that contributes to work
style reform and regional revitalization, and the challenge is to create a directly
contributing population that has a deeper connection with the region. In this study, a
web questionnaire survey was conducted among individuals who had workcation
experience to examine their involvement with the local community during and after the
workcation, and the impact of workcation experiences on creating a related population.
The findings indicate that the presence or absence of repeat experience at the
workcation location, experience of staying overnight, and experience of interacting
with the local community impacted the creation of a related population. In the future,
the challenge will be to implement workcations that contribute to creating a related
population based on the results of this study and measure their effects.

Keywords: workcation, related population, regional revitalization
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Factors that affect the frequency of exercise and sports among college
students

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TSUCHIYA Runa
(Main adviser TANIFUJI Chika)

Although exercise and sports during the college term are considered crucial,
influencing the adoption of physical activities in adulthood, the implementation rate
during this period tends to be lower compared to other school terms. Although previous
studies have identified the reasons for withdrawal from sports activities upon entering
college, the factors that cause changes in the frequency of exercise and sports during
college have not been examined. In this study, a questionnaire survey was conducted to
analyze the factors influencing changes in the frequency of exercise and sports
activities among college students. The findings reveal that the factors that cause
changes in the frequency of exercise and sports practice at each grade level are
distinctive and related to life events that occur during the college years. Based on these
findings, I examined approaches appropriate to each academic year.

Keywords: sports, frequency, college students
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Development of 3D digital teaching materials on fluorescent minerals

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SAKUMA Tamaki
(Main adviser MINO Hirofumi)

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) education has recently spread
in Japan. However, there are still few 3D educational materials that take advantage of
the benefits of ICT. Furthermore, the number of students taking geology courses is still
low. This study produced and released a 3D educational material that enables students
to learn the shape of fluorescent minerals, the state of fluorescence, spectra, and
composition of the parent crystal. The objective is to introduce students to the related
fields of physics and chemistry, which include light and color, electron motion, and
elements through the interesting theme of fluorescent minerals. A questionnaire survey
on using this teaching material suggested that it triggers interest in natural science and
encourages students to think for themselves. This material will lead to an interest in
cross-disciplinary science and active learning.

Keywords: fluorescent minerals, 3D model, teaching materials development
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Expanding mental health care in the perinatal period

Contemporary Japanese Studies
KAWAMURA Fuka
(Main adviser SUZUKI Masayuki)

Postpartum depression refers to depression that is newly diagnosed after childbirth,
and the prevalence rate is estimated to be around 10-15%. It has been noted that it also
affects the growth of the child and the mental health of the partner, making it an
essential issue in perinatal mental health. This study aims to determine the necessary
measures for preventing postpartum depression.

Through the analysis of previous studies and surveys on the local governments, it
was found that maternal and child health services play a significant role in prevention
and early detection of postpartum depression. However, the history of postpartum care-
related maternal and child health projects in Japan is relatively short, and the current
initiatives and outcomes vary depending on the local government. Therefore, in this
study, we categorize and present case studies of initiatives that have already been
implemented, considering the challenges and characteristics faced by each region.

Keywords: postpartum depression, maternal and child health, mental health
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Relationship Between Brand Concept Penetration and Brand Loyalty
Formation

Contemporary Japanese Studies
HAYASHI Manaka
(Main adviser PASKEVICIUS Algirdas)

With the recent intensification of market competition, it is becoming increasingly
important for individual companies to develop a unique strategy to become a brand that
customers will continue to choose in the long term.

This study aimed to clarify the relationships among brand concept, brand image, and
brand loyalty, which are essential to developing an optimal branding strategy.

The study included four companies in the major caf? chain industry that would be
familiar to the students surveyed and whose branding strategies have had a particular
impact on customer acquisition.

The results show that Starbucks Coffee Japan has succeeded in establishing its
brand, differentiating it from the other three companies. A well-established brand image
and consistent concept are considered factors that contribute to increased customer
loyalty.

Keywords: Customer Loyalty, Brand Concept, Brand Image
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How Idols Create a Sense of Distance:
“FAVORITE” with a Sociological Perspective in Mind

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TSUNODA Airi
(Main adviser WADA Ken)

Since the popularization of the term “idol” through the television media, idols have
evolved in response to the changing times. In particular, in today’s era of diverse
media, idols play a crucial role in establishing a sense of closeness between themselves
and their passionate fans.

This study aims to clarify how the “sense of distance” between idols and fans is
created and how idols are produced on stages. As a method to achieve this, I took “live
idols” who have little mass media exposure and are mainly active in live houses as the
subject of my research and conducted participant observation of their theaters. From
what I observed, I scrutinized their communication methods with their fans and their
“sense of distance,” and discussed its relationship to the construction of human
relationships in modern society.

Keywords: Idol Culture, sence of distance, human relations
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A Study on the Background of the Success of the “Fate” Series

Contemporary Japanese Studies
WAKISAKA Jinichi
(Main adviser BIONTINO Juljan)

Since the success of “Fate/stay night” released by TYPE-MOON in 2004, the “Fate”
series has enjoyed strong popularity, especially among young people. This paper will
analyze the works in the series and examine the factors behind the success of the “Fate”
content. The main subjects of the study include “Fate/stay night,” which established the
foundation of the series’ popularity; the anime “Fate/Zero,” which became a mega-hit
in the 2010s, selling over 50,000 discs; and the application game “Fate/Grand Order,”
which greatly increased the popularity of the series as the culmination of the series.
The following is an analysis of works that are considered to have had a particularly
large impact on the market. The results of the research led to the conclusion that
multiple factors were behind the success of these works, including the historical
background around the time of their release, the doujinshi period, and the elaborate
worldview and character settings.

Keywords: Fate, media
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A study about the process of Becoming a celebrity today: A Focus on the
Expansion of Self-promotion by Individuals Using SNS and Its Effects.

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TSUKAMOTO Junya
(Main adviser GAITANIDIS Ioannis)

A study about the process of Becoming a celebrity today: A Focus on the Expansion
of Self-promotion by Individuals Using SNS and Its Effects.

In recent years, the use of social networking sites has greatly increased and their
influence has grown. Consequently, the opportunities for celebrification are shifting
from mass media such as TV to social media. To understand the process of becoming a
celebrity today, this study examines the elements of an effective strategy for social
media-enhanced celebrity promotion.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with three people who are involved in
the process of celebrification through various roles: actors, idol producers, and media
representatives. My analysis revealed the existence of at least nine strategically

important elements that contribute to someone becoming a celebrity through the use of
SNS.

Keywords: celebrity, celebrification, social media
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Interaction between Japanese Language Teachers and Children Connected
to Foreign Countries in “Separate-Session Classes
-Focusing on the Variety and Usage of Feedback-

Contemporary Japanese Studies
MOTOKI Mao
(Main adviser YOSHINO Aya)

The rising number of children with foreign roots in Japan necessitates the creation
of an educational environment catering to those whose first language is not Japanese.
Various systems are being established by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) and at school sites. In this study, we focused on a
“Separate-Session Class” at an elementary school where many children with foreign
roots are enrolled, and observed the interaction between a Japanese language teacher
and her students. Based on the audio data of the class, we analyzed the feedback that
teachers provided to the children’s speech, and found that there were many different
types of feedback methods, depending on the situation and the children’s Japanese
language level. We believe that selecting appropriate feedback in Japanese language
instruction will enhance the quality of education.

Keywords: Japanese language education, children, feedback
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The Effectiveness of the voice-reading version of “Yasashii nihongo”
(Easy Japanese)

Contemporary Japanese Studies
YAKIYA Daichi
(Main adviser KO Minjeong)

In recent years, “Yasashii nihongo” has been gaining attention as a means of
communicating information to foreigners in response to the increasingly diverse
language situation in Japan. In this study, I conducted a reading comprehension test to
investigate the effect of “Yasashii nihongo” and the voice-reading version of “Yasashii
nihongo” on foreigners’ comprehension of Japanese texts. The results showed that
“Yasashii nihongo™ had a certain effect on non-Kanji native foreigners, while “Yasashii
nihongo” had minimal effect on foreigners from Kanji native foreigners with lower
Japanese literacy. Similarly, the voice-reading version of “Yasashii nihongo” was
observed to be potentially effective for individuals from non-Kanji native countries but
had no clear effect on those from Kanji native countries.

Keywords: language, Japanese, foreigners
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The Relationship between Apology and Nonverbal Communication among
Japanese University Student Speakers in Friendship Relationships
-Focusing on Face in Mutual Action-

Contemporary Japanese Studies
URAKAWA Riho
(Main adviser YOSHINO Aya)

This study aims to elucidate the characteristics of nonverbal communication
associated with apologetic behavior among Japanese speakers in friendship
relationships. For this purpose, we had 15 pairs of informants perform a role play to
analyze a scenario where a Japanese university student speaker apologized for being
late. The apologizer used various nonverbal expressions, including “smiles,” “actions”
like putting hands together and bowing in an apologetic utterance, and nonverbal cues
such as “pause,” “eye contact,” “small voice,” and “smile” in an excused utterance. In
addition, when the apologizer did not receive sufficient forgiveness from the recipient,
their “actions” such as bowing or putting hands together, were synchronized with an
upshift in their speech level. Apologizers use nonverbal communication to protect their
positive face, while recipients aim to restore the apologizer’s positive face, contributing
to the preservation of each other’s face in the relationship.

99 ¢¢

Keywords: Japanese apologies, Nonverbal communication, Face
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Characteristics and Prospects of “Japanese-Style Development Cooperation”

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SUMIDA Shota
(Main adviser TAKAMITSU Yoshie)

This report aims to clarify the characteristics of Japan’s development cooperation
and explores the potential for joint development cooperation with emerging economies
such as China and India. The study identifies three main characteristics of, Japan’s
development cooperation: a development cooperation approach that is conscious of the
“autonomy” of recipient countries, a bias toward economic infrastructure assistance,
and a bias toward bilateral and paid financial aid. China and India were found to exhibit
similar characteristics, albeit to varying degrees. In light of these findings, I propose
“triangular cooperation,” in which Japan acts as a donor and assists another developing
country through the host country, as a possible form of cooperation between Japan and
an emerging government in developing cooperation. Utilizing this “triangular
cooperation,” which is beneficial to both parties and familiar to Japan, is expected to
increase benefits and strengthen economic and political relations between Japan and
emerging countries.

Keywords: Official Development Assistance, Emerging donor, joint development
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From “Privilege” to Awareness of Microaggressions in Everyday Life
- Through a Practical Gender Workshop.

Contemporary Japanese Studies
OSHIRO Ayuna
(Main adviser IGARASHI Hiroki)

This study implemented a gender education workshop incorporating “theatrical
knowledge” for high school students. By having participants “embody” LGBTQ+
individuals through acting, it aimed to deepen their “internalization” of others and raise
awareness of their own unconscious biases.

The workshop had participants watch documentaries and perform as the subject.
Pre- and post-workshop questionnaires and conversation analysis examined the effects.

The results suggested that “theatrical knowledge” increased participants’
understanding of others and awareness of their own fixed ideas, deepening their
“internalization.”

In summary, this study verified that using “theatrical knowledge” in gender
education workshops can effectively prompt participants to understand others and
become aware of their biases, microagression and privilege.

Keywords: Microagression, Privilege, Gender education
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Current Status and Issues of Halal Food Supply Chain in Japan

Contemporary Japanese Studies
MIYAKE Haruki
(Main adviser FUKUDA Tomoko)

Many Muslim tourists are visiting Japan, and they especially cite food as one of the
things they expect before their visit. However, as of 2018, there are only 178 Halal-
certified restaurants in Japan, most of which are concentrated in Tokyo and Osaka
Prefectures.

Therefore, this study focused on the Halal food supply chain to build an
environment where Muslims visiting Japan can visit with peace of mind.

In this study, the supply chain was divided into three parts: “processing,” “logistics,”
and “restaurants,” and the connections between each process were discussed. The
research methods used were a literature review and an interview survey.

The conclusion was that Halal certification is not necessarily reassuring to Muslims.
Although Halal certification is considered a desirable system for Muslims, there are
complicated procedures and large costs behind it. The survey revealed that a gradual
Muslim response tailored to individual needs is lacking to create an environment in
which Muslim tourists can enjoy their meals in Japan. In addition, challenges existed in
each of the supply chains.

Keywords: Muslim, Halal Certification, Halal Food Supply Chain
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Muslim Children in Japan and Their Responses to School Events

Contemporary Japanese Studies
KUSAKA Ayano
(Main adviser FUKUDA Tomoko)

An increasing number of Muslim children in Japan are growing up under Islamic
and Japanese culture. The children engage in various religious practices as they come
to terms with school life in Japan. Although literature and materials on their everyday
school life are accumulating, less attention has been paid to their religious practices
and necessary responses at school events.

This study aims to examine the participation of Muslim children in Japan in school
events (school trips and sports days) and its relationship with Islam. The research
method involved fieldwork surveys and interviews with four Muslim children, one
Muslim mother, and two school teachers in Japan. The study results showed that
schools in the concentrated area of Muslims have been considering Islamic diversity
and responding to Muslims individually and actively. However, there were a few cases
where the children and their parents were hesitant to participate in events due to the
nature of the event, personal and environmental factors of the parents, and the
compatibility with Islamic practices.

Keywords: Muslim children in Japan, school events, Islam
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Bias in News Reporting by the global media
~ Are news agencies providing adequate information?~

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SUZUKI Miyu
(Main adviser TAKAMITSU Yoshie)

This study examines the bias of news reports disseminated by the global media.
Although each media outlet reports the content and opinions of incidents and political
reports that occur in our daily lives from different perspectives, some people are aware
that different media outlets have different interpretations of the news, while others are
unaware of it. Despite the transmission of several news reports every day, they are only
a small sampling of the events that occur in our daily lives. Why the news is covered,
how and who selects the topic and gathers the information in the first place, and how
we interpret the selected events depends on the media outlet, which will have a
significant influence on our thinking.

By understanding the characteristics and roles of the media, students are expected to
understand information correctly and to form their own opinions in a society inundated
with information.

Keywords: bias, media, information
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Factors Influencing College Students’ Attitudes Toward Exercise And Sports

Contemporary Japanese Studies
HIGUCHI Hitomi
(Main adviser TANIFUJI Chika)

Exercise in childhood is essential for achieving a healthy life, including lifelong
health maintenance and the formation of social adaptability. However, the decline in
children’s physical fitness and their withdrawal from exercise has become an issue in
recent years. Therefore, this study aims to clarify the timing and factors of changes in
attitudes toward liking and disliking exercise and sports, and to contribute to increasing
the number of people who like and continue to engage in exercise and sports.
Questionnaires and interviews were conducted with college students to cross-tabulate
and analyze their likes and dislikes and the factors that led to their choosing to
commence athletic lessons and club activities. The findings suggest that it is crucial to
initiate athletic lessons and activities based on personal choice, rather than parental
decisions. It also suggested that the students’ personalities and the physical education
classes where comparisons with peers are made may change their attitudes toward
physical activities.

Keywords: Exercise and Sports, likes and dislikes, College Student
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Research on issues and ideas of career counseling in high schools:
Through a questionnaire survey of Chiba University students

Contemporary Japanese Studies
HASHIMOTO Kai
(Main adviser SHIRAKAWA Yuji)

This study aims to shed light on the nature of career counseling in high schools,
particularly addressing the challenges and areas for improvement. The research focuses
on the context of Japanese education, emphasizing the need to enhance career
counseling to address the delayed professional independence of young individuals due
to societal changes. Previous studies have shown low implementation rates in general
and integrated courses. Through a questionnaire survey of Chiba University students to
gather data about their experiences with career counseling in high schools and their
requests based on those experiences, I highlight the issues with career counseling and
provide suggestions on areas of improvement. The findings indicate that students seek
education on manners, systems related to higher education, and risk management in
their careers, areas that are currently under-addressed in high school counseling
programs, indicating the need to strengthen the education in these aspects.

Keywords: career counseling in high schools, professional independence, questionnaire
survey
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Development of Japanese CALL materials “Life in Japan” to support
volunteer activities for international students

Contemporary Japanese Studies
TAKAHASHI Kazuya
(Main adviser TAKAHASHI Hideo)

This study aims to create a Japanese Computer-Assisted Language Learning
(CALL) material named “Life in Japan,” which can support volunteer activities for
international students based on the “Three-step Auditory Comprehension Approach,” a
learning theory developed at Chiba University. This course material was developed for
international students who have come to Japan, intended to aid them in understanding
Japanese culture while listening to spoken Japanese. In this study, I worked on
developing the courseware for one unit of the entire course material. After completing
the courseware development, I asked six international students from Chiba University’s
English House to test it and conducted a questionnaire survey after completing the
trials. The results indicate that this CALL material obtained an evaluation similar to
that of existing CALL materials for improving English listening comprehension.
Additionally, Japanese cultural understanding, which was the purpose of this material,
was highly evaluated.

Keywords: Life in Japan, CALL, Japanese cultural understanding
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Propaganda Effects in Nazi German Films

Contemporary Japanese Studies
YANO Yoshihiro
(Main adviser BIONTINO Juljan)

This study aims to analyze Nazi Germany’s propaganda films produced under
Hitler’s regime and investigate their influence on the German public at that time. Based
on this analysis, to deal with the propaganda that is still prevalent in today’s society, I
will discuss the necessary elements of propaganda. The films that have been analyzed
are “Hitler Youth Quex” (1933), “The Triumph of the Will” (1935), and “S?ss, the
Jew” (1940), which will be analyzed through literature review and film studies. The
results show that, in addition to the film’s quality, elements such as the script that
makes it easy for the audience to become emotionally involved and an aggressive
approach to young people are likely to make propaganda more effective.

Keywords: Nazi, Hitler, Propaganda
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Utilizing Real-Time Traffic Information for Parcel Delivery Efficiency and
a Future Vision

Contemporary Japanese Studies
SAITO Hironori
(Main adviser SUZUKI Masayuki)

The e-commerce market has grown rapidly in recent years, causing delivery network
disruptions. Consequently, issues such as re-deliveries and personnel shortage have
emerged, raising concerns about whether the current service quality can be sustained in
the future. To address this challenge, this study explored the potential of drone delivery
in future cities. For this purpose, an animated video was created, using Chiba City as
an example. The study collected basic delivery information and comparatively analyzed
truck versus drone delivery using delivery simulations. The results showed that 2.5
drones are as efficient as one truck. This research is significant because it visually
communicates the challenges of the current situation through an animated video, and it
uses a novel approach to conducting real-time analysis. Moreover, it contributes to the
meaningful development of drone delivery.

Keywords: logistics, delivery, drone
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Mathematics within naturalism: Reconsidering the Benacerraf problem

Integrated Sciences
WADA Kaito
(Main adviser KAMISATO Tatsuhiro)

This paper addresses the incompatibility between the semantic theory of truth and
the causal theory of knowledge, as posed by Paul Benacerraf, which has implications
for the relationship between mathematics and naturalism because objects or knowledge
of mathematics may not be situated within nature. Nevertheless, in the absence of
detailed or comprehensive explanations of the meaning of naturalism, detailed
explanations are necessary to elucidate on the tension. In this paper, based on the
decided regulation of naturalism provided by Masahiko Igashira, I reexamine in what
sense the tension mentioned above is tension and then defend the approach that
accommodates mathematics within naturalism by understanding mathematics as an
activity equal to empirical science. Finally, with these arguments, I stress significant
future explorations for solving the Benacerraf problem.

Keywords: Naturalism, The Benacerraf problem, Empiricism
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Analysis of interactions between rare plants and soil fungi in the
Ogasawara Islands by DNA metabarcoding

Integrated Sciences
WAIJIMA Taishi
(Main adviser UEHARA Koichi)

The Ogasawara Islands, like the Galapagos Islands, are isolated islands that have
never been connected to the continent and are inhabited by rare plant and animal
species. The species studied in this study (Pittosporum parvifolium, Melastoma
tetramerum, and Piper postelsianum) are endemic to the Ogasawara Islands. These
species face imminent extinction due to a decline in their populations, fueled by the
destructive feeding habits of invasive species and the collapse of their native habitats
caused by typhoons. Although planting activities have been carried out by citizens to
conserve these rare plants, the generational succession by seedlings is yet to progress.
This study focused on rare plants and soil fungi strongly related to plant growth, aiming
to conserve and increase the population of these plants. DNA metabarcoding and
statistical analysis were conducted to analyze the interactions between the rare plant
seedlings and soil fungi, using plant root and soil samples.

Keywords: DNA metabarcoding, Ogasawara islands, soil fungi
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Do college students consider ACP as meaningful? : Examination from
ACP experience workshop.

Integrated Sciences
KUGE Seo
(Main adviser HIGASHIJIMA Jin)

PURPOSE: Advance Care Planning (ACP) is a process of repeatedly discussing
medical treatment and care in the final stages of their lives with their families, doctors,
and others around them, with the person themselves taking the lead. In this study, a
workshop on ACP was held for college students to examine the significance of
opportunities for healthy young people to think about ACP.

METHODS: Ten university students aged 19 to 24 who voluntarily participated
were provided a basic knowledge of ACP, and group work using the “Moshibana
Game”, a Japanese version of the “Go Wish Game”. Questionnaires conducted after the
workshop and one week later were then analyzed.

RESULT: The participants all agreed that healthy young people need to tackle ACP,
although 9 of them answered that they had never heard of ACP.

DISCUSSION: It was suggested that the opportunity to think about ACP may lead
college students to reconsider their thoughts and values.

Keywords: Advance-care-planning, End of life, Moshibana Game

RPN RELTZT =0 v ay TR S AL, HEDPACPEE R HEARDERE

Bt
AT Wi
CEfSHE R 1)

[H1] Advance Care Planning (ACP) &%, NEDO®RBEFEICBITHERE - 7 712
DWTARANZ ERIZ, RECEMSFBEONEREY)ELFELAE) 2L THLH, AFEIL.
ACPIZfil B T — 2 ¥ a v TRAT\V, WL DACPICl 5 E# 2 M 50 D]
EETSML 7219~ 245 D RFHELI0% 2 RIS, ACPilig & . ACPIRER¥M “Go  Wish
Game” D HARFER “b LNNF X —24" 27 V—=7"7 =27 %47, & THEEZKLT—
BEBICER L 727 » 7 — bAONEEZ 50 L7z [#HR] ACPZ [HISHAaw] EREL
7ZNZ IR 7205 BIMEEEPREELREHESACPICI ) ML B2 HE L. [#
2] ACP% % 2 58513, RFEENHHOE Z RMMEBICOWTHE T S X o T ICEN
%[ REVEDRIE S 7z,

¥—7—F:ACP. &M, bLAFF—2

275



FEI B B2 22 Vol.8(2024.3)

Effects of Message Intervention through a Smartphone Application on
Behavior Change -Changes in subjective health and step length among
WELLNESS TRACK users-

Integrated Sciences
KANAYA Yu
(Main adviser TAJIMA Shota)

This study aims to clarify the effects of message intervention on subjective health
and well-being, and acquire knowledge that increases healthy life expectancy. A
message intervention to increase awareness of step length was conducted with users of
WELLNESS TRACK, a health program developed by Healthy Places Design Lab at
Chiba University Center for Preventive Medical Sciences. The participants’ subjective
health and step length, and stages of behavior change were compared before and after
the intervention. Results revealed that the message intervention to promote step length
affected subjective health and the stage of behavior change. However, there was no
effect on subjective step length. In conclusion, this message intervention effectively
improves users’ motivation toward health, and it may lead to further research using
objective health indicators.

Keywords: Healthy Life Expectancy, Message Intervention, Subjective Health
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What Motivates and Demotivates Learners of Japanese at a Japanese
University?

Integrated Sciences
KOIJIO Seiichiro
(Main adviser NOMURA Kazuyuki)

In this paper, I elucidate the factors motivating or demotivating international
students learning Japanese at a Japanese university. I recruited the research participants
from students taking Japanese language classes at beginner, pre-intermediate, and
intermediate levels. I conducted semi-structured interviews with 30 participants. I
collected and qualitatively analyzed the data, and the following themes emerged:
Instructional Factors, Social Factors, and Personal Factors. All of which can act as
motivators and demotivators. Each factor contained various elements, and the way
these elements functioned varied among learners. However, vision within personal
factors was shared among all learners, differing only in its nature. This vision holds the
potential to influence learners’ motivation positively. Nonetheless, vision alone does
not always ensure sustained motivation, indicating a need for better language learning
environments and educational guidance related to each factor. Based on these findings,
I recommend that language educators introduce strategies for learners to motivate
themselves and enhance their well-being. This study concludes with practical
implications for Japanese language educators and learners.

Keywords: L2 motivation, Japanese as a second language, L.2 motivational self-system
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Influence of auditory stimulation by an individual’s musical preferences on
their arithmetic-processing ability

Integrated Sciences
ISHIDA Kensei
(Main adviser KOIZUMI Keisuke)

The purpose of this study was to determine whether auditory stimulation by music
that the subjects listen to in real life affects their arithmetic-processing ability. The
subjects were 18 students (nine males and nine females) attending a national
university. The subjects solved math problems at the level of high school entrance
examinations under two conditions: listening to music and not listening to music.
Calculation results showed no significant differences in the computational ability under
the two conditions. The scores of nine students increased after listening to music, that
of eight subjects decreased, and that of one subject remained the same. In the
questionnaire, all students in the decreasing-score group indicated that they sometimes
listen to music while studying. Four of the nine in the increasing-score group indicated
that they did not listen to music or had never listened to music. These results suggest
that those who do not usually listen to music while calculating may perform better
when they listen to music.

Keywords: Arithmetic processing, Heart rate, Autonomic nervous system
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Physical activity and health status of international students in Japan

Integrated Sciences
GYOTOKU Rei
(Main adviser KOIZUMI Keisuke)

International students coming to Japan face physical and mental stress because they
have to live in a very different environment from the one they are used to in their
hometown. Meanwhile, exercise is expected to improve quality of life (QOL) and
mental health. We compared the physical activity and health-related QOL (using the
SF-36) of 31 international and 41 Japanese students. Compared to Japanese students,
the international student group had a longer total sleep time and recorded a lower mean
score on the SF-36 in the areas of physical function, emotions, and social functioning.
However, there was no significant difference between the top and bottom activity group
among the international students. Support is needed to maintain and improve
comprehensive health in Japanese and international students.

Keywords: international student, physical activity, health related quality of life.
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The Perception of Romanized Brand Logos in Japan

Integrated Sciences
KOMURASAKI Maho
(Main adviser PASKEVICIUS Algirdas)

In contemporary Japan, Roman alphabets are increasingly prevalent in brand logos.
Japanese companies also use them more frequently than other countries. This study
aims to clarify why Japanese companies prefer using the Roman alphabet for their
logos. In addition to conducting a literature survey, I completed a questionnaire and an
analysis of the Japanese and Romanized logos of three companies ? Nitori Holdings,
Ryohin Keikaku, and Ito-Yokado. The results indicate that the reasons include the
vocalization of brand names to build a global market and the relationship between the
symbolization of logos and the symbolism of Roman alphabets. Furthermore, it was
found that Japanese people perceive the Roman alphabet as “cool” and “active.”

Keywords: Brand Logos, Roman Alphabet, Symbolization
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Self-assessment of the results in eyewitness identification and the
characteristics of eye movements during the identification process

Integrated Sciences
ISHIDA Megumi
(Main adviser TOKUNAGA Rumi)

Eyewitness misidentification is one of the common reasons for wrongful
convictions. However, results of eyewitness identification are commonly used as
criminating evidence. This study investigated methods of evaluating the reliability of
eyewitness identification based on eyewitnesses’ self-assessment and eye movement
measurements. A total of 21 adults observed a video imitating a theft scene and
identified the perpetrator from eight headshots. Furthermore, we measured the
observers’ eye movements during the process. A positive correlation was found
between respondents’ misplaced confidence and the identification results. We also
included the perceptual duration they thought they could see the perpetrator in the
video. This suggests that the longer the perceptual duration for incorrect answers, the
greater their confidence in the identification. Furthermore, we attempted to create a
function to determine the accuracy of each observer’s identification using the
coordinate data of eye movements and Kullback-Leibler divergence.

Keywords: eyewitness identification, eyewitness testimony, eye movements
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Effects of Exercise on Cognitive Fatigue Recovery: An Examination of
Variations in Exercise Duration and Intensity

Integrated Sciences
KURUSHIMA Reno
(Main adviser KOIZUMI Keisuke)

This study aimed to investigate the potential of exercise to alleviate cognitive
fatigue, focusing on the optimal duration and intensity. Two sets of experiments were
conducted, in which we instructed university students to perform a numerical
calculation for 15-min to induce cognitive fatigue and then engage in exercises at
specified heart rates (HRs; Experiment 1: 30% Max HR, Experiment 2: 60% Max
HR), with variations in exercise duration. As a result, significant differences were
observed between rest and a 30-min exercise condition, as well as between rest and a
45-min exercise condition in Experiment 1. In both experiments, the 30-min exercise
condition exhibited the highest improvement rate in the average computational
performance. The overall improvement rate was higher, and the optimal exercise
duration was longer in Experiment 1 than in Experiment 2. Additionally, the
improvement rate in computational task performance demonstrated a significant
correlation with mood and fatigue variations. This indicated a relationship between
mental-status changes during the intermediate recovery period and computational-
performance improvement.

Keywords: recovery from fatigue, work efficiency, mental state

AR JIBERE DIE 7 % WA S & 2 BB DR
—EF DRG] & ML DENIHEH L7 EE—

Bty
NHEES T
(CERSHEA MR D)

ARWFZEIL. RRABRBE DI T 2 B I X > THE S L8R ICB LTy il b) Z ke iy
ERTREZRET H720, ZOo0FERZERL . FEER1 TIE, RARRDRE T2 EL
SEL7OIFHEIEZ IS0 IR L, T ORIHEERIOIED30% L <V (30%Max
HR) OBz, #2222 7286 TEBL 72, FEH2 Tk, WU7a b o)l THEE)
BREED H60%Max HRIZZE R THEML 720 £ OfER, FEER 1 TR SN & 305 M O£ H)
ST, RS LA5TH OEB S THEED RO LN, ER1BIUF2LbBIT, &
PRI & L T30 M OB G fF Tl b UGER A 702> 720 30%Max  HR?DJ5%%60 % Max
HRE ) bdiERIIm < BEEHRM IR, 72, T2, EBR1ICBWTEHEREO K
FRIL, B LT TN ENOEGRI R OZAL & ARERHBBRZ 780, i EE
RO L GRS T 4 — < ¥ AUGRICBRIED D 5 2 L AVRIR S N7z,

F—7— F EGTRIE, SRR, R IR

282



FEI B B2 22 Vol.8(2024.3)

Experimental investigation of the impression given by the frequency
structure of sound

Integrated Sciences
KURIHARA Nanoka
(Main adviser TANAKA Midori)

Sound visualization is helpful in various fields, such as architecture and welfare, as
a technique to express sound information, initially obtained by hearing, with more
reliable visual information. In music visualization, various methods have been created
to visualize sound waves in images and colors, such as representing sound waves in
two-dimensional color patterns depending on the visible wavelength range. This study
focused on sound frequency information among the factors that constitute music. We
investigated the psychological impressions and visual images one receives when
listening to sound. Using audio data processing, we created several experimental
stimuli with a constant frequency structure from the onset to the end of the sound. We
examined the colors, shapes, and words associated with the stimuli in the subjects’
experiments. The results revealed that the frequency range of the base tone and the
number and range of overtones of the experimental stimuli influenced the impressions
and visual images received from the sounds.

Keywords: Sound visualization, frequency structure, impression survey
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Analysis of design features of Japanese and American movie posters

Integrated Sciences
MIYAGAKI Shusuke
(Main adviser PASKEVICIUS Algirdas)

Movie posters are one of the effective advertising methods for attracting people’s
interest within a short period. Why is it that when an American movie is released in
Japan, the Japanese version of the poster has a drastically different design? This study
aims to elucidate the procedure and standard features often employed in American and
Japanese movie posters. I conducted an analysis using Quantification Methods III and a
questionnaire survey regarding impressions and identified factors in the design of
movie posters. The findings indicate that the Japanese version emphasizes the actors’
faces and includes greater detail about the content. In contrast, the American version
has a design that conveys only the minimum amount of information in a simple,
visually-appealing manner.

Keywords: Movie Poster, Poster Design, Localization of Movie Posters
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Study on the Regional Variation of Fallopia Japonica in Japan

Integrated Sciences
MORINO Erika
(Main adviser UEHARA Koichi)

Pioneer plants, such as the perennial herbaceous Fallopia japonica, thrive in
environments deemed challenging for plant growth. They endure extreme conditions
like severe dryness, high humidity, and nutrient scarcity. Among the Fallopia japonica
species distributed across Japan, intraspecific variations in ploidy levels have been
identified, specifically 4x, 6x, and 8x.

Polyploidy refers to individuals whose somatic cell chromosome count is a multiple
of the haploid number (x). Those with twice the haploid number (2x) are diploids,
whereas those with four times the haploid number (4x) are tetraploids. Changes in
ploidy can occur during plant responses to environmental stimuli.

This study aims to elucidate the distribution of intraspecific ploidy variations in
Fallopia japonica across the country. Wild specimens from various regions in Japan
were collected for ploidy analysis. Additionally, symbiotic fungi collected from Mt.
Mihara in Izu Oshima (volcanic region) and Hokkaido (typical region) were examined
to discern potential differences between the Fallopia japonica species thriving in
challenging environments (such as volcanic areas) and the common species.

Keywords: Fallopia japonica, Ploidy, Fungal flora analysis
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