DOI : 10.20776/S24368873-38-3-P1

Summary

The consciousness of the Earth and the recognition of soci-
ety in Sakae Kubo’s “The Land of Volcano Ashes”

Toshiharu Nozawa

Sakae Kubo's drama “The land of volcano ashes” has been esti-
mated as the highest masterpiece in the new school of acting since
the first performance in 1938. It was taken notice of the aspect of so-
cial science, namely historical materialism. It is certainly influenced by
the discussion of Japanese Capitalism between Marxists. While on the
other hand, the global consciousness and the significance of human la-
bor included in the drama were ignored. The paper reexamines the
neglected point in the following order.

1 The global history of the eruption of volcano and the accumula-
tion of volcano ashes by the new approach of platetectonics and
plumetectonics.

2 The formation of the soil from ashes by the weathering of
physical, chemical and vegetable process.

3 Human activities in collaboration with the above discussed
natural metabolism.

1) Scientific technician
A The history of Tokachi Agricultural Experiment Station.
The extensive agriculture since the early years of Meiji era
squeezed the natural productive power of soil. Against it,

the Station developed the technique of intensive agricul-
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ture, for example some years rotation system and manure
betterment.

B The chief of station Akira Amemiya's struggled process of
understanding of the soil quality and improving agricul-
tural technology.

2) Tenant farmer's enjoyment of work and curse of social hu-
man relation.

A The flax farmer Shosaku Itsumi accepts positively Ame-
miya's experiment of manure which mixes kalium. But his
trial was interrupted by the private interest of landowner.

B The best charcoal burner Jiro Izumi was exploited by the
female landowner Tsuta Komai. Jiro fell down on the
ground in despair. In spite of her oppression, he stands up
at last and starts his work putting some twigs into the

charcoal making furnace as usual.
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