doi © 10. 20776/513482084-72-P53
THRFHEFIIERLE 67258 53~61H (2024)

INEE 6ﬁ5$®$ﬂ£ki7a. RSV
—REDLFICIBL2TI 22— g VT BIEENDBE—

MBI - Byt

VFRERFRERE - BOHH5ER - LR
PFRKR - BEF

International Exchange Through Letters:
The Influence of 6™ Graders’ Emotional Attitude Toward Communication Through Letters

HOSOYA Kayo” and MONOI Naoko?

1)Faculty of Education, Chiba University, Japan; Graduate Student
2>Faculty of Education, Chiba University, Japan

AR, BEHEBEO AR PNER TRENOREO—RE LTiTb:, EHEO/NERE OTREHROEED, B
WBHED [L2TOXFETAIar—raryzl|nznewigFs] (L2 Willingness to Read, L2 WTR) k%@)—h_
BERICED L) BB EER S 220, BEEAEZHOTHL R TSI EZHBNET S, PMEGELZHRIC
B O FHATEA B ERAR 2 EA L, AEZIT R o7 BRI, WH (2015), Wigfield (1996) %= &#12, I—L2
WTR-¥iE % @& o8] [ERWEmE Gz # L2 o Bsk3-SEANOBEER) | [XFE@ L -EETI 2
S =Y aVIIBYAARRE] [WETRG I EICBITAEFR—Ya v ] 0445 (% 3HH), FH12MoEMEE
AR U720 WHEN T2 O 2 AL L T A M0 D H 5 B X BT T OFER, XFEBE LTI 2a=r—¥ 3
VBT AARRENER SN, MR EEENTRD LN, FIETF A MMICBVTYH, (A% OB 128 ks
R (Wl

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how the letter exchange with a British elementary school, which was
conducted as part of an international exchange program at a private elementary school in the Kanto region, affect-
ed the participating students’ “willingness to communicate through letters” (L2 WTR) by using a questionnaire
and free-writing survey. This activity was conducted with sixth-grade students before and after a total of three
sending and two receiving letter activities. This questionnaire was based on Monoi (2015) and Wigfield (1996),
and includes four affective factors (three items in each domain): L2 WTR and perceived competence to read En-
glish, Interest in foreign events and foreigners through letters, Anxiety in English communication through letters,
and Motivation in learning and reading English. At the same time, we conducted a quantitative text analysis of
the free-writing survey regarding their feelings about this activity and reading. The results of the questionnaire
survey showed that anxiety was reduced and there was a statistically significant difference between before and
after the activity, but there were no significant differences in the other three affective factors. Furthermore, #-test
of pre- and post-results of their L2 anxiety for the high and low proficiency groups, based on the school’s evalua-
tion of English (4 skills, including interest and attitude), showed a particularly significant difference for the low
proficiency group, and their enthusiasm towards other forms of communication was observed in the quantitative
text analysis. This suggests that the L2 letter exchange project could lead to reduction of anxiety and could also
be an opportunity for students with different characters to engage positively not only in reading but also in L2
communication in general.

F—7— F : BRI (international exchange), L2 WTC (L2 WTC), L2 WTR (L2 WTR),
T (Letter exchange), /NFEMIEE (elementary school English education)
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