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Abstract

This study examines the impact of revised syllabi and teaching materials for the Critical
Thinking in English (CTE) course at Chiba University. The findings reveal that the
implementation of the revised syllabus significantly influenced student satisfaction and
learning outcomes. Since its introduction in 2021, the CTE course initially used a
commercial textbook, but due to several emerging challenges, custom teaching materials
were developed, and experimental classes were conducted starting in the second semester
of 2022. The results indicated that students found the new materials more engaging than
the commercial textbook, and overall satisfaction was notably higher in classes using the
revised syllabus. This suggests that the revised syllabus not only met students'
expectations but also enhanced their motivation to learn. Furthermore, student satisfaction
and interest in the materials were consistently high, regardless of whether the class was
taught by the syllabus developer or other teachers. Text mining analysis of students' open-
ended responses revealed that many students recognized the importance of logical
expression in English and the use of reliable information sources, both critical elements
of the course objectives. Overall, the revised syllabus effectively contributed to
improving student interest and satisfaction, although complete mastery of critical thinking

skills remains a future goal.

Keywords: Critical Thinking in English, revised syllabus, student satisfaction, custom

teaching materials
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L7go72 (Morikawa, 2025, in press) . AE RO B IXfHEBIZFLHE T 5,

ZD7=%, CTERH OFRR DA B 2l 2 520244EE L0, T COCTER H O 2 Tk
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#1
ET % D Critical Thinking in English 377N A ERE H 0 BB
530 CTE 4B 77 A% JBfEE 4%
2022 £EHEER% P E (14) 1 25
2023 £EHE i BISHE +1ih 5 4 7 157
2023 4% ] PHIEZE +1ih 7 4 12 309

20, ETHID20224EE RN IBITHCTERF H v 7 /3 2D — i &R L TCU\D, il 1[BlOFZ 3
(90%y) TiE, HiIRABEAZFEHL, FEDCTAR LA THIEZBIELT, BE1S>DOT
—<E T HERE o TND,

#2
WRETHIO Critical Thinking in English 17 /N (2022 4 giH)

W I will introduce various aspects of critical thinking, including recognizing and

evaluating arguments and identifying problematic reasoning.
You will develop your critical thinking skills through reading, listening, discussion and
reflection related to local and international topics.

HEE The aim of this course is to introduce various critical thinking skills and to help you to
apply these skills when you read or listen to English, and when you form your own
arguments.

Skills include:
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* recognising facts and opinions
» recognizing beliefs, bias and prejudice
« forming and evaluating arguments (reasons and conclusions)

* considering issues, and your own values and beliefs, from more than one perspective

A further aim is to improve your ability to understand written or spoken arguments in
English, and to use English to express your own views.

Textbook A syllabus was taken from the textbook content. The textbook deals with one
topic per unit. Many of the readings are directly related to Japanese issues, for example,
nuclear power, immigration and school on Saturdays, and are of interest to Japanese
students. Each unit has a brief explanation of an aspect of critical thinking: values,
identifying fact, opinion, beliefs, reasons, evidence, and aspects such as generalisation
and assumption as well as argument evaluation and recognition of fallacies. There are
also opportunities for students to research and discuss each topic putting what they have
learned into practice.

7 3 1%, CTE Bt H OUGETIRS 732D — &R LT\, 2022 FFERTHIDT T /3AL 4%
L, B EME, B, BIOEEORETCT AR LB EE2 A5 A3 dmL b, ik
B A ORDVICFRTIERS N EM BERSNTWD, £, BbBERE T RITT 732
DIEETHY, B—DOR 78 2 [BORFE (90 #¥EE 2 7)) THA—ShDBRIcdd bz
RTHD, 2D, FAPE N Y ZIZON T —F T HRF 2R TEHEITRY, KRy
I SDOEFELNEENREDEEBIZ, CT AF NV Z BRI E ST HZ LD Al REL > TnD, ZHZ
DONWTIL, £ 3 DI Week] DFHIIZ(A),(B)EFLTIET, 2 FIDFRZENTITp> CNDIEER LI,

3
CTE Ft H DUGTIRS 7734 (2023 42 2 4)
Aspects of critical thinking

Week Topic Homework
and class activities

Week 1 Introducti |* Values and beliefs
ons * Recognising values and beliefs

* Understanding how these affect you

Week 2 Study * Reading text Blog on study abroad * Research
Decision-  |abroad Identifying arguments: reasons and Chiba University SA
making (A) |(SA) conclusions programmes on Moodle

* Identifying facts, opinions and possible
facts that need to be checked

* Considering own reasons and conclusions -

for and against SA
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Week 3 * Constructing a basic argument “When might you need to
Decision- ¢ [dentifying non-arguments make an argument in your
making (B) (i.e. lacking conclusion/reason) own life?”
* Discussing an ideal SA programme
Week 4 Fast * Reading text Article on problems related | Research
Decision- |fashion to fast fashion divided into four topics Solutions to the problem
making (A) ¢ [dentifying arguments from different of fast fashion (sites
readings and create an argument map of a | provided)
more complex argument
Week 5 * [dentifying persuasive language “When might you need to
Decision- * Discussing how to tackle the problem of apply decision-making
making (B) fast fashion skills in your own life? ”
* Factors affecting your decision-making
process other than logic
Week 6 SNS ¢ Listening and reading text YouTube * Research
Problem- video and transcript on the effect of the Problems related to SNS
solving (A) Internet on the brain and how to solve them
* Mapping the video argument
¢ I[dentifying strong and weak arguments
¢ [dentifying language used to qualify claims
Week 7 ¢ Introduction of hypotheticals in reasons or | “Using IF to explain a
Problem- conclusions reason or conclusion in
solving (B) * Discussing problems and solutions of SNS | your own life”
use.
Week 8 Environm | Reading text Short excerpts from articles |* Research
Problem- [ent related to climate change Group topics related to the
solving (A) * Introduction of factors that may indicate environment
reliability of sources
* Deciding on group research topic
Week 9 ¢ Introduction of basic factors regarding “When might you need to
Problem- reliability of data used as evidence in evaluate evidence in your
solving (B) arguments own life?
¢ Discussing solutions to the group’s
environmental problem
Week 10  [Multicultu | * Reading text Newspaper article on * Research
Discussion |ralism multiculturalism in Japan Group topics related to
(A) ¢ [dentifying assumptions immigration /
* Deciding on group research topic multicultural societies
Week 11 ¢ [dentifying generalisations “When might you need to
Discussion * Using qualification language question your assumptions
(B) * Discussing group topic in your own life?”
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Week 12 Work * Reading texts Newspaper articles on * Research

Discussion |Culture Japan’s workplace culture Group topics related to

(A) * Identifying problematic reasoning in short | work culture
arguments

* Deciding on group research topic.

Week 13 ¢ [dentifying problematic reasoning in “When might you need to
Discussion discussions question someone else's
(B) * Discussing group topic argument in your own
life? ”
Week 14 * Review
Discussion
41T, ABHLOBHEO 2 BT 1 A7V ZRITEIATONSHEONESH L LT
HLOTHD,
4
CTEFt HIZH T DA B I UBEOTEB A
IR HEINA HE)ERE
AR | FEYZDEA FET—~ERORL, RO AR | SIRERE
B 2 LIz | SCE0F AR 2 O TEE) A ~T
Rl | g VA= T D
%l | B
CT DA Tk ALY BB O IEABER TR E EUSPES
CT OfH K7 s 20 2B CTREE H ik IN—7
BRI OT A A | FATENEES LITE A TN—"
vay
T A LD T A AT a AT &R | EA
TR
B T8 A DR AR TIT ST U—FNELIAL, e, | 70—
CT DA Tk IO m B BB O TR 75 EXUSEE S
JGHE | T oy FENE LIS LIS AZ I Te TN—7
RIE | U —FITESW | V=T RERED LSRR AT IN—7
FAAT T gy

PLETDY T IRALDESIRBENEL T, Y —F N7 TSR A TN, HRfio#E I
ZRHN TRV ENFETOND, ZOEFEICKD, I3 ANFARIRTIVER LS, T
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— SNy I BE DT — 7 — e W CE Ol A #fE T AIE B M Thhb, SHIZ, 2 JEH
THERSNDE Ty 7 OFEHIKVELT, E L2 CT OflliE% B AEISE T 528K
bND, ZOIINTTHILT, CT NFEHFDOAIFIZEEL TWHILZMFHL TV,

2. B3RO BRY
AWFFED BB, 2020 FEORGEHV ¥ 27 ALETIZLVF X S/ Critical Thinking in
English (CTE) £} H T2\ T, 2024 FELED T T3 AD R SGETIZ AN T2 G TS 77 S A D3R &
MICEDRERGET DL THD,
BARE 720 —F « V22T a3 LN FOEY THD,
RQI. #Z2ETHMTHEM LHZ T DENZ, BT D B A 52 5,
RQ2. CTE #} H OUGETIRS 7 A CIRELZ T -7 B FH X, BRBR IR L TED L7048
ZRFO,
RQ3. CTE B} H OUGETIR S TN A TR EEZ T B X, 2VT7 42X 7 0EDIH
TRAR VAR LT H BRIl TODh,

3. ROk
3.1 BmE
ARFIEDOXBRE 1T, 2022 FEEHHBLO 2023 FEOFTHICHIIC, EWEHEF HOMLER
HTdo CTE £ H A BELT L 2 4 ThHD, TIREFIE A 2 L7 EDBIEEEITF
285 44, BARBIA 2 LI EDRBET KX, ¥ WENEh 22 4, 81 4, 247 4 Th-o1z,
708, ERLORREITHLTUL, RARA—NLT RLUAREWSTE N IERITIER T, ELA N
RSN DZ LA FRNCHIAL, £, AREOF BRI TERFZORGEII X 2T AOUEE H
LU I SN D ZEZIRL, REEGT-RIRE DRIEOHELEL, HTIHN TN
Do

3.2 T—HDEFHE

FREMOE RN CTE BB OEM 2R LI E T E7225>T Web 74— THERKL,
AT GL72% CTE B H O EAH Y L CODREEBE I URL ZETL, 23RN
[EASHHIKIEL -, BRIIEA 17 THA CHRSh, ZHRIUE, 7 5, BmiiRons
MO THIE T D Lo TD, BRE H OFEMIT, AFROFHR 2 1ICFHEL D,
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RIRE DVE IO R U REIE 10 2R THY, AKX 2022 4%, 2023 4
Iz, B 7 A s 8 A B4, %% 1 A s 2 H ERITHH- T2,

4. EREEE
4.1 BHFROBATT DEVHIREN R EIZ G2 5 BOBRE

AFFOVED BOYY—F -/ T AF 22 ThD R ETHMTDEM B2 TG DT, %
YT B R B 5 A BB BT, TIEENE A A L= T % (285
4) LBRFS B HAE T LT=2 5 A (BF 350 4) OZ 34N, Tt 2 DOEME HICEIZ L= # e
SN LT, ATRATIX T BEREDY > I —MNUEZ R, TR TREZSES ), 1 B3I RE B2
BT

BRIE R
1. ZRbE (FETER) X E Ad - 7= k]
2. WMAMICRTCoRE L2 ]

7, BBk T FAEDOBKEZ R LTz, I GUIIRAR S A ERTFHEN
MEIZBAFELIZ# T, %RE OFEM 1T 2022 FEEHH], 2023 FERTH], 2023 FEZ O
FECREIENT, AT ORER, TBRFEEHS 22 % BRI TR S @\ R B EE (Mean = 5.96, SD =
1.05) Z/~L, — 5 CIiiiREFR E AJBETRBIRWEE B EE (Mean = 4.67, SD = 1.41) 2R L7z,

WIT, 2D 4 FRZOWC— el BB tra L7z, T h, RifEStCchd T —
ZDOIEMMER IO HE 2R LT, IEHMEICOWTE, BREDT —HITkIL T Shapiro-Wilk
FREZATV, AN AH BERRON2NZEEMER LT (p > .05), £z, FEoBIEIZ OV T,
Levene i E % A THEBEM O BN E LW ZE 2B LT (p > .05) . ZILHORE R
SE, SHTORHRGME M-S CONDZEEMEELTIZH 2T, — ol B B irE LT,

ZTORER, & 5 ITRTERY, 4 FEOREIIIMEHOICHEBRERHDLZEN RSN (F =
13.40, p < .001), SHIT, ZEROEEOBEREHM SO0 EE D) 23 H LA, FRE
DR (2 = 0.06) THDHIELD 0, BLEEEE DOFRZAB)O—EH2ME SN2 BH IR L T
HZEDRIBENT, THHDOFERIT, FEHEO=—XCHRIE U B 2B L, F3RITEA
THZEOEEMZRLTND,

BT, BAeDT T RIS EEBIE U RO R U IS D e 2 i L7z,
B BT LRT RIS TN AEYET R T /NATHY, $7hE DUGET RS T/ AL 2022 FFEE#I,
2023 FEEERITH, 2023 AEER OB ETHE A S, KFEHOZEERITTN TN 22 4, 81 4,
247 4 ThoTz,
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=5
ZhA 3] 0D BILIR 5 35 3T OV S B D Ph it
" B S
HRE AT 2 MY 23piHc 23 A d P
LI 4.67 (1.58) 5.96 (1.05) 5.37(1.26) 5.21 (1.28) 13.40 .001
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TR (10 [5]) 0 6 FEAMRIHE N, 3 6 (TRL72 3 FEO K 1IR3 5540 B ik o
W, BRI T EtED D,

(D) K+ 1 TheEYZDZEENE 12D T

MY 7 DZRRMEIZEAL TiX, 272N 703 0 BIF b, TR FEOBIRZ L, i

R DR ICHF B L COB IR o7, BARANICIE, TESERZRNAET, BEx
IRREYZIZOWTEZDLIENTE, [ AT ) [ SRR BRSO R AV Nk 2 720715 T
FAREONERIE T2 LV T2 B ARFELNTEY, HIAWIE Y7 BN RAEDZLORT IR
LR OHERHIC T 5 L CWODERF 33 2 D,

— 5, TR E ANZHH T 2BBROEA VN 1~3 LEESN-T —FE L, Zhriokt
T HH BB EHT LRGSR, o TRy 7R3, AW EE X 22h o7z | THEEELLRTIZ N
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2022 RS BT 2023 FEEE A
FE4
n Mean SD n Mean SD
Interaction 337 5.8 (1.3) 348 5.8 (1.1)
Presentation 369 5.9 (1.2) 327 5.6 (1.2)
Discussion 811 5.8 (1.4) 659 5.6 (1.4)
Writing 873 5.5 (1.5) 473 5.5 (1.4)
Critical Thinking in English 607 5.1 1.7) 757 5.4 (1.2)
English for Specific Fields 700 5.6 (1.3) 575 55 (1.5)
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	英語教育カリキュラム改革の成果に関する実証的研究
	―Critical Thinking in English科目を事例として―
	竹蓋 順子 ・ 与那覇 信恵 ・ 森川セーラ
	千葉大学
	1.  はじめに
	千葉大学では，2020年度に「グローバル人材育成 ENGINE」というプランを始動し，英語をリンガ・フランカとして高度に活用できる学生の育成を目標に掲げた。この目標を達成するため，Nation and Macalister（2010）のカリキュラムデザイン理論を基盤とし，グローバル社会で求められるスピーキングやライティングといった英語による発信力の養成を主軸とした英語教育カリキュラムに全面的に刷新した（Morikawa, 2024）。このカリキュラムでは，すべての学部生が英語の必修科目として計8単...
	1.1　英語教育総合システムの構成要素
	1.2　「Critical Thinking in English」科目の新設
	1.2.1　クリティカル・シンキングの定義
	CTは，多くの研究者によってさまざまな定義が提案されている。たとえば，Fisher and Scriven（1997）は「CTとは，観察やコミュニケーション，情報，論証を解釈し評価するための積極的かつ巧みな過程である」と定義しており，その簡潔さから学習者にとって理解しやすい。しかし，具体的な実践方法が明確に示されていない点が課題である。一方，Gay and Clark（2021）は，CTを対人的側面と構造的側面に分け，多様な意見を受け入れながら公正な議論を通じて論理性を高める能力と定義している。こ...
	本研究では，これらの議論を踏まえ，Scriven and Paul（1987）の定義を中心に据える。この定義では，「観察，経験，反省，推論，またはコミュニケーションを通じて得られた情報を基に，信念や行動の指針として情報を積極的かつ巧みに概念化，応用，分析，統合，評価する知的に統制された過程である」とされており，CTの本質を包括的に捉えている。この定義は，情報処理の具体的なプロセスを明示しているだけでなく，教育実践において応用可能な枠組みを提供している点で優れている。
	千葉大学のCTE科目では，この定義に基づき，学生が情報を批判的に分析・評価し，論理的に英語で意見を構築する能力を養成することを目的としている。授業では，観察や分析を通じてCTスキルを段階的に育成する活動が組み込まれており，その実践可能性を高める工夫がなされている。このため，本研究では，Scriven and Paul（1987）の定義を教育実践に適用し，その効果を検証する。
	1.2.2　 Critical Thinking in English科目の構成と内容
	1.3　2022年度前期と2023年度後期のCritical Thinking in Englishのシラバスの比較
	前述のとおり，CTE科目は千葉大学の英語カリキュラムの変更に伴い，2021年度に2年生対象の新規必修科目として開講された。当初，本科目の教科書として，CTスキルの育成を目的とした多数の市販教科書の中から，CEFR A2-B1レベルの市販教科書AとB2-C1レベルの市販教科書Bが選定された。これらを選定した理由は，単に読解やリスニングタスクにCTに関する質問を付加するだけでなく，CTの側面に特に焦点を当てて構成されていたためである。どちらの教科書を使用するかは，CTE科目を担当する教員に一任されてい...
	CTE科目は開講当初，受講生や担当教員からおおむね良好な評価を得たものの，市販教科書Aに対する不満の声も一部で聞かれた。その主な要因は次の二点である。第一に，担当教員が各トピックを深く掘り下げようとすると，1ユニットを複数週にわたって扱う必要が生じ，その結果，教科書の一部しか使用できず，CTの要点が十分にカバーされない点である。第二に，教科書の読解やリスニングの内容が優先され，CTの要素が二次的な目標として扱われることで，学生が本科目の目標を十分に理解できない点である。
	こうした背景から，2022年度前期に実施された授業評価質問紙では，CTE科目に対する授業満足度が他の必修科目と比較して低い結果となった（付録A参照）。さらに，質問紙の回答結果と担当教員のコメントから，CTE科目の目標とその達成を支える教材の刷新が必要であることが明らかとなった（Morikawa，2025，in press）。本質問紙の質問項目は付録Bに記載する。
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