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Characteristics of Sakhalin Korean in the Utterance of the Remaining Japanese in
Sakhalin

Kaori WATANABE

Sakhalin Korean exhibits a prominent influence from the Gyeongsang dialect in its phonology,
grammar, and vocabulary. For instance, even in the case of J1, who grew up with a foster father from
Jeolla Province and spoke Korean at home during childhood, features of the Jeolla dialect are scarcely
evident, while characteristics of the Gyeongsang dialect predominate. This suggests that the
Gyeongsang dialect became dominant within the Sakhalin Korean community, potentially leading to
the gradual disappearance of other dialect forms. Moreover, the influence of socially used dialects
appears stronger than that of those used in private or educational settings, indicating that social
interactions have a significant impact on individual language use. This effect is likely reinforced by
the Korean community’s emphasis on social cohesion, as a minority group, and their focus on
maintaining social ties.

Additionally, Japanese influence on Sakhalin Korean is evident in phonology, grammar, and
vocabulary. This influence aligns with prior research indicating that Korean has impacted Japanese in
Sakhalin, suggesting a reciprocal linguistic influence. Future research will focus on analyzing the
Korean spoken by Sakhalin returnees now residing in Korea and comparing it with the Korean of

remaining Japanese in Sakhalin.



