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This study was performed to investigate how newly developed the reading material and worksheet facilitated
students’ scientific explanation of “How living things grow and reproduce”.

A total of 100 students tackled to explain “How do Yoshino cherry trees reproduce?” in a 1-hour science lesson
using the reading material and worksheet. The students’ responses on the worksheet were analyzed. The results
before learning showed that 94 students were not able to explain scientifically “How do Yoshino cherry trees re-
produce?”. In addition, after learning, 49 students were able to explain scientifically “How do Yoshino cherry trees
reproduce?’. Most of the students realized that they had deeper understandings because they read the reading
material and organized the information on the worksheet.
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