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This study aimed to develop a lower secondary school art curriculum to enhance students’ competencies in un-
derstanding and creating art and culture through a traditional craft project emphasising design activities. In re-
cent years, art education has become increasingly important for the development of leaders in a sustainable soci-
ety. The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization adopted the Universal Declaration on
Cultural Diversity in 2001. In addition, the Course of Study for Arts indicates that students should deepen their
knowledge and understanding of traditions and cultures, develop international understanding through art and an
interest in the inheritance and creation of art and culture, and acquire competencies that respect cultural diversi-
ty. A traditional craft curriculum was implemented, and data were collected and analysed qualitatively. The re-
sults suggest that explicitly including design activities in the curriculum fostered comprehensive support for de-
veloping students’ design ideas and encouraged embodied learning. Regarding cultural understanding, further
consideration is needed on how to incorporate the development of critical thinking into the curriculum so that stu-
dents become aware of their cultural backgrounds and perspectives.

F—17— F: XfL#EE (cultural heritage) * fE# T35 (traditional crafts) + ¥4 V{&H) (design activities)
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Creation draws on the roots of cultural tradition, but
flourishes in contact with other cultures. For this
reason, heritage in all its forms must be preserved,
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enhanced, and handed on to future generations as a
record of human experience and aspirations, so as to
foster creativity in all its diversity and to inspire
genuine dialogue among cultures.

(UNESCO, 2001)
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