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Preface to the Inaugural Issue

The Journal of Applied Humanities is grounded, in part, in the “Applied Humanities Program for Cultivating
Global Leaders,” Doctoral Program for World-leading Innovative & Smart Education (WISE Program) adopted
in 2019. This program, jointly proposed by Chiba University, Okayama University, Nagasaki University,
Kumamoto University, and the National Museum of Japanese History, was the only one among the thirty
selected initiatives that was conceived with the humanities at its core.

This program was conceived when the notion that “the humanities are in crisis” was already a familiar refrain.
However, it is our firm conviction that humanistic forms of knowledge, which aim to fundamentally understand
human beings and their societies, are precisely what is most needed today. For instance, when we engage with
people from different countries, languages, and customs, achieving deeper mutual understanding requires us to
examine the structures of the societies and cultures they share, as well as the sensibilities, modes of thought, and
social practices that have matured within those contexts. In this sense, the humanities—which, by nature, offer
transboundary reflections on the human condition—can serve as a foundation for avoiding unnecessary
misunderstandings and frictions between communities, and for fostering rational dialogue. Furthermore, when
applying the results of cutting-edge science and technology within society, the humanities can propose methods
for connecting these developments more seamlessly with people’s sensibilities and ways of life. They can also
play a crucial role in proposing ethical frameworks that ensure such advancements do not threaten human
freedom or dignity.

However, in order for the humanities to fulfill such roles effectively, humanistic knowledge must transcend
narrow specialization and move beyond disciplinary boundaries. It must also be linked to the challenges facing
society today in an applied and practical manner. It is toward this vision that we believe the humanities must
continuously pursue new modes of “border crossing” from within their own traditions. One of the aims of
the Journal of Applied Humanities is to offer a platform—especially for emerging scholars—where they can
cultivate the language and thought necessary for such transboundary engagements. We sincerely hope that this
journal will develop into a space where new humanistic vocabularies are woven and new directions in applied

humanities scholarship are shaped.

Masaru Yamada
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Submission Guidelines

Eligibility for Submission: No specific requirements.

2. Content: Submissions should be original and unpublished.

3. Language: Manuscripts should be in English, Japanese, or Chinese. An English
abstract must accompany manuscripts written in any language.

4. Types of Manuscripts: Includes articles, research notes, book reviews, activity
reports, conference reports.

5. Submission Method: Manuscripts must be submitted as electronic files. Both
Word processor files (such as Word) and PDF files should be submitted.
Length of Manuscripts: (Only in Japanese.)

Manuscript Format: Manuscripts should be formatted to 40 characters per line
by 30 lines per page. If writing in a non-native language, manuscripts should be
proofread by a native speaker before submission.

8. Acceptance or Rejection: The Association for Applied Humanities Editorial
Committee will decide on acceptance based on peer reviews.

9. Modifications and Corrections upon Acceptance: The Editorial Committee
may request changes to the category (e.g., from "article" to "research note") and
content modifications.

10. Author Proofreading: Authors will proofread only the first proofs. Major

revisions, such as additions of text, tables, or photographs, are not permitted.

Supplementary Provision 1: These regulations apply to submissions after November 30,
2023.

Contact Information: The Association for Applied Humanities, Yonemura Lab, Graduate
School of Humanities, Chiba University

Email: yonemura % chiba-u.jp (replace % with @)
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